Deeded Body Ceremony

Good afternoon. My name is Jared Gerber and I am very honored to have the opportunity to speak on the behalf of the Physical Therapy Class of 2016. We are all gathered here to celebrate the lives of you loved ones. We want to thank you for the amazing opportunity we have had to learn over the past year. Your family members and friends were some of the best teachers my classmates and I have had the privilege to learn from. Not only did they teach us the intricacies of the amazing human body, they reminded us of the humanity of our future patients. Each patient we encounter will have a story, one that we may not be able to fully understand, but one we should do our best to discover and learn from.  These teachers taught us the importance of working as a team, even in difficult situations. Most importantly, especially for me personally, our teachers reminded me of the importance of putting other people before yourself. Each time I entered the room, I was reminded of the great sacrifice these individuals had given for us to learn. I was challenged to put others before myself and their good before my own.

Each of your loved ones was so different. They worked different occupations. They had different faiths, hopes, dreams, and accomplishments. They had individual moments of great sorrow and great joy. But as I started to think of them all, I realized there were two things each of our teachers had in common. The first was confirmed today as I look out on this crowd: I know that each of them had a group of people that valued, loved, and cared for them.

I am sure there are hundreds of stories and memories you could share about your family and friends. I want to thank you for your sacrifice that you all have made. Losing a family member is never easy and reliving that pain, especially after some time has passed, is no small task. Many of you are grieving again. So I sincerely thank you for your part in our education process.

The second thing I know about each of these teachers is that they had servant's hearts. To use your body after death, I can imagine, is not an easy decision. They expected nothing in return and gave what they had. There are many moving pieces with that decision, but ultimately each person chose to impact future generations of health care professionals and the patients we treat. It is unimaginable the number of people each of our teachers will affect. In our class alone, thirty-eight students had the amazing opportunity that will allow us to better impact our patients. If each of us help 500 patients in our career, 19,000 people will be changed for good because of the sacrifice your family and friends have made. That is impact. With this massive impact after they passed, I can only imagine the servant hearted impact they had on people in their lives on a daily basis. I am sure you can all think of a moment where your friend or family member took a moment out of their busy schedule to serve you, expecting nothing in return. Our class of physical therapy students hopes to emulate some small piece of our teacher's humility and selflessness they expressed in both our professional and personal lives.

I began by saying we were here to celebrate our teachers. Today we can celebrate because we know these dearly loved people positively impacted people not only in their death, but so much more in their life. We are very grateful for the opportunity to learn from them, for their willingness to prepare us to be the best healthcare professionals possible, and for passing on the torch of service to a new set of people. Though words cannot describe the sacrifice or the amount of gratitude we have, I want to say all that I can: thank you

