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Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter 
provided by the Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine. 
 

 

 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare professionals explore and 
understand the increasingly complex ethical questions that have been 
brought on by advances in medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, research, and service 
within the Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa Health Care, 
University of Iowa, and the wider Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 
 
 
Program Highlight  
 
Bioethics and Humanities Seminar 
  
The Bioethics and Humanities Seminar is an elective 1 credit 
hour course offered during the Fall Semester that introduces 
students to topic areas and themes that are central to bioethics 
and humanities in the context of medicine.  The course provides 
“breadth” through the number of topic areas it covers, and it 
offers opportunities for “depth” through the quality of its required 
readings and the dialogue afforded by small-group discussion.   
  
The Seminar is limited to 15 students in order to create a setting 
that is conducive to engagement by all participants.  Priority for 
enrollment will be given to medical students who are enrolled in 
the Humanities Distinction Track at the CCOM, then to other 
CCOM medical students, and then to other students at the 
University of Iowa by permission of the Course Co-Directors. 
 
For more information about the Seminar, please click here. 
  
Course Co-Directors: 
Lauris Kaldjian, MD, PhD 
Christian Simon, PhD 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
For a listing of upcoming events related 
to bioethics and humanities, please click 
here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quotation of the Month 
 
Today, however, in professional ethics, 
the test of moral seriousness may 
depend not simply upon personal 
compliance with ethical principles, but 
upon the courage to hold others 
accountable.  Otherwise, the doctor’s 
oath to his patients has yielded to the 
somewhat tarnished majesty of the guild. 
 

- William F. May (from his 1977 
essay, Code and Covenant or 
Philanthropy and Contract?) 

 
 

http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/courses/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/courses/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/courses/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/events/


 
Publication Highlight 
 

Christian Simon, a primary Faculty member in 
the Program, along with Eric Kodish at the 
Cleveland Clinic and Yoram Unguru at Sinai 
Hospital of Baltimore, contributed a piece on 
pediatric ethics and informed consent to the 
fourth edition of Bioethics (published in May 
2014).  This encyclopedic chapter entitled 
“Cancer, Ethical Issues related to Diagnosis 
and Treatment”, describes and discusses a 
broad spectrum of ethical quandaries and 
strategies encountered in the modern oncology 
setting. 

 
 
 

UIHC Ethics Consult Service 
 
This service is a resource for patients, 
family members, or health professionals 
at UIHC who would like help addressing 
an ethical question or problem related to 
a patient’s care.  Consults can be 
ordered by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be requested by 
calling (319) 356-1616 and asking for the 
ethics consultant on call.  For more 
information, please click here. 

 
 
Bioethics on the Radio 
 

 
STORIES AT THE HEART OF HEALTH, SCIENCE AND INNOVATION 

 
The Pulse 
Aired on June 27, 2014 
 
You might recognize the voice of one of the people interviewed 
on this NPR affiliate radio piece entitled “Operator?  N.J. 
business, insurers take on end-of-life discussions with 
patients by phone”.   To listen to the radio segment, please 
click here. 
 

Clinical Research Ethics 
Consultation Service 
 
We provide free consultation on ethical 
issues related to research design, tissue 
banking, genetic research results, 
informed consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. In 
particular, we assist clinical investigators 
in identifying and addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise when 
designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical 
challenges in sampling design; 
randomized and placebo-controlled 
studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-
level research results; community 
engagement processes; and more.  For 
more information, please click here. 

 
Resource Highlight 

 

 
 
Ethics in Medicine – Bioethics Topics 
 
The Ethics in Medicine website is an educational resource 
designed for clinicians in training. The website is hosted by the 
Department of Bioethics & Humanities at the University of 
Washington School of Medicine.   Each bioethics topic begins 
with an overview and a series of commonly asked questions. In 
addition, there are several case-based scenarios with 
discussions linked to each topic. Links to additional readings and 
related websites are included at the end of topic. 
 

 

http://www.uihealthcare.org/ethics/
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/thepulse/item/69554-operator-nj-business-insurers-take-on-end-of-life-discussions-with-patients-by-phone
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/thepulse/item/69554-operator-nj-business-insurers-take-on-end-of-life-discussions-with-patients-by-phone
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/thepulse/item/69554-operator-nj-business-insurers-take-on-end-of-life-discussions-with-patients-by-phone
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/thepulse/item/69554-operator-nj-business-insurers-take-on-end-of-life-discussions-with-patients-by-phone
http://www.icts.uiowa.edu/content/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
http://depts.washington.edu/bioethx/topics/index.html
http://depts.washington.edu/bioethx/topics/index.html


 

 
Bioethics in the Literature 
 

• Cohen IG, Lynch HF, Curfman GD. When religious 
freedom clashes with access to care. N Engl J Med. 2014 
Jul 2. [Epub ahead of print] 

• Gostin LO. The ACA's Contraceptive Mandate: religious 
freedom, women's health, and corporate personhood. 
JAMA. 2014 Jul 11. [Epub ahead of print] 

• Cook D, Rocker G. Dying with dignity in the intensive care 
unit. N Engl J Med. 2014 Jun;370(26):2506-14.  

• O'Brien BC, Harris IB, Beckman TJ, Reed DA, Cook DA. 
Standards for reporting qualitative research: A synthesis 
of recommendations. Acad Med. 2014 Jun 20. [Epub 
ahead of print] 

• Wynia MK, Papadakis MA, Sullivan WM, Hafferty FW. 
More than a list of values and desired behaviors: a 
foundational understanding of medical professionalism. 
Acad Med. 2014 May;89(5):712-4.  

• Churchill L. Narrative awareness in ethics consultations: 
the ethics consultant as story-maker. Hastings Cent Rep. 
2014 Jan-Feb;44(1 Suppl):S36-9.  

• Jaul E, Zabari Y, Brodsky J. Spiritual background and its 
association with the medical decision of, DNR at terminal 
life stages. Arch Gerontol Geriatr. 2014 Jan-Feb;58(1):25-
9.  
 

 

 
To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly Newsletter, 
please click here. 
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Laura Shinkunas 
Editor, Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities 
500 Newton Road, 1-110 MEB 
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laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu  
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