
The UIHC Ethics Consult Service is 
a resource for patients, family 
members, or health professionals at 
UIHC who would like help 
addressing an ethical question or 
problem related to a patient’s care. 
During the first two years of the 
Service, there were 73 ethics 
consults.  The word cloud pictured 
to the left provides a suggestive 
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Whereas the right of patients to 
refuse unwanted treatment is well 
established in law and ethics, the 
right of patients to demand 
treatments that clinicians believe 
are inadvisable remains 
contentious. 
 
 Burns & Truog (for more, see N 
Engl J Med; 2016) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter provided by 
the Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare professionals explore and 
understand the increasingly complex ethical questions that have been 
brought on by advances in medical technology and the health care system. 
We achieve this through education, research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa Health Care, University of Iowa, 
and the wider Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT  

UIHC ETHICS CONSULT SERVICE 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to read “Notes from the John 
Martin Rare Book Room, 
December 2016.”   
 
The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society and the 
John Martin Rare Book Room 
now have a large number of 
video and audio recordings of 
HOMS lectures from 1985-2016.  
To access the recordings, please 
click here. 

http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/events/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1605597
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1605597
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/11/rbr-newsletter-2016-12.pdf
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/11/rbr-newsletter-2016-12.pdf
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/11/rbr-newsletter-2016-12.pdf
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc


 

snapshot of the scope of ethical issues seen by the Service.  The most 
common ethical issues were decision-making capacity, surrogate decision-
making, refusal of treatment/plan by the patient and/or family, best 
interests of patients, rights and duties of healthcare professionals, goals of 
care, conscientious practice and moral distress, patient autonomy, medical 
futility, informed consent, and advance care planning. 
 
Consults can be ordered by UIHC clinicians through EPIC or by calling 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics consultant on call.   
 
For more information about the Service, please click here. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT (CONTINUED) 

 HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY PRESENTATION 

Date: Thursday, January 26, 2017 
Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Location: 2117 Medical Education Research Facility (MERF) 
 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society invites you to hear: 

  

   
 

  Russell Currier 

  Past President 

  American Veterinary Medical History Society 

 

 

Iowa’s Richard Edwin Shope MD:  

His Contributions to Influenza Research and One Medicine/Health  

 

Richard E. Shope MD (1901-1966) was a pioneer microbiologist who 

investigated a variety of human and animal diseases. Dr. Shope joined the 

laboratories of the Rockefeller Institute at Princeton to work with Dr. Paul 

Lewis, the discoverer of polio virus. In 1928, he left tuberculosis research to 

investigate hog cholera where he observed his first outbreak of swine 

influenza. Later he isolated the virus from pigs and its co-pathogen 

“Haemophilus influenzae suis”, and postulated that the swine virus was 

related to the human 1918 pandemic virus.  

 

READING ETHICS AT UIHC 

If you are interested to see what 
the UIHC Ethics Subcommittee 
was reading in November, 
please click on the following 
links (article 1; article 2). 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, please click here. 

https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/11/homs-currier-2017-1.pdf
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/11/homs-currier-2017-1.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bioe.12089/epdf
http://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/1472-6939-14-18?site=bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/crecs/


Deadline for entry: March 21, 2017 
 
For more information, please click here. 

ROBERT D. SPARKS WRITING CONTEST 

The purpose of this contest is to examine the influences of history, ethics, culture, 
literature, philosophy, sociology, or related frameworks on medicine, the practice of 
medicine, and the human condition. 
 
Two $1,200 awards will be given to the best submissions that examine a significant issue in 
medicine using ethical, historical, or cultural perspectives. This competition is open to all 
medical students and physician assistant students enrolled in the UI Carver College of 
Medicine.  
 
Submission should be 2500-5000 words in length, double spaced with 1-inch margins in a 
12 point font (approximately 12 to 20 pages). 

SUMMER ETHICS FELLOWSHIP 

FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS 

FASPE (Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study of Professional Ethics) is now accepting applications for its 
2017 Medical program.  
  
FASPE Medical is a fully-funded, two-week summer program that uses the conduct of doctors and other 
medical professionals in Nazi Germany as a launching point and backdrop for an intensive study of 
contemporary medical ethics. FASPE Medical is predicated upon the power of place. Fellows visit Auschwitz 
and other sites in Germany and Poland where they consider how to apply the lessons of history to the ethical 
challenges in medicine today. 
  
In 2017, the program will take place from Monday, June 19 to Friday, June 30. All program costs are covered, 
including round-trip travel from New York to Europe, European travel, lodging, and food.  
  
FASPE Medical is open to all current MD and DO students.  
  

_________________________________________________ 
  

To learn more about FASPE and to apply, please visit: www.FASPE.info. 
  

Completed applications are due by Tuesday, December 20, 2016. 
  

If you have any questions, please contact Thorin R. Tritter, Executive Director of FASPE, 
at ttritter@FASPE.info. 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/Bioethics/SPARKS_Essay/
http://www.FASPE.info
mailto:ttritter@FASPE.info


THE AMERICAN OSLER SOCIETY 

WILLIAM B. BEAN STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD 

 
The American Osler Society announces the availability of an award for support 
of research in the broad areas of medical history and medical humanities. 
Candidates must be currently matriculated students in approved schools of 
medicine in the United States or Canada. The successful applicant may be 
eligible to present a paper based on his or her findings at the annual meeting of 
the American Osler Society. The stipend for the coming year will be $1,500, and 
up to $750 additional may be available to support travel to the annual meeting 
contingent on submission of a paper acceptable to the Committee at the 
conclusion of the studentship. 

Deadline for entry: March 1, 2017 
 
For more information, please click here. 
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http://www.americanosler.org/bean-award.php
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5075982/pdf/13073_2016_Article_362.pdf
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1605597
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.651/epdf
http://jme.bmj.com/content/early/2016/11/30/medethics-2016-103660.full.pdf+html
http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Abstract/publishahead/Cutting_Close_to_the_Bone___Student_Trauma,_Free.98365.aspx
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/35/11/1999.full.pdf
http://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/2016/11/pdf/mnar1-1611.pdf
http://jme.bmj.com/content/42/12/776.full.pdf#page=1&view=FitH
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bioe.12284/epdf


BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, please click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

 More Gay Couples Using Surrogates in US. BioEdge, November 26, 2016. 

 Cryonics: Hype, Hope, or Hell?  The Conversation, November 22, 2016. 

 California Prepares for Assisted Suicide of Patients in Mental Hospitals. BioEdge, November 20, 2016. 

 1 in 4 Seniors Doesn’t Discuss End-of-Life Care. HealthDay News, October 31, 2016. 

mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
http://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/more-gay-couples-using-surrogates-in-us/12106
https://theconversation.com/cryonics-hype-hope-or-hell-69054
http://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/california-prepares-for-assisted-suicide-of-patients-in-mental-hospitals/12095
https://medlineplus.gov/news/fullstory_161777.html

