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Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter provided 
by the Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the University of Iowa 
Carver College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare professionals explore and 
understand the increasingly complex ethical questions that have been 
brought on by advances in medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, research, and service within 
the Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa Health Care, 
University of Iowa, and the wider Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 
 

  
 

 
Publication Highlight  
 
Committee Opinion No. 660: Family Building Through Gestational 
Surrogacy 
 
This Committee Opinion was developed by the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists’ Committee on Ethics. Member 
contributors included Ginny L. Ryan, MD.  
 
Gestational surrogacy is an increasingly common form of family building 
that can allow individuals or a couple to become parents despite 
circumstances in which carrying a pregnancy is biologically impossible 
or medically contraindicated. The practice of gestational surrogacy 
involves a woman known as a gestational carrier who agrees to bear a 
genetically unrelated child with the help of assisted reproductive 
technologies for an individual or couple who intend(s) to be the legal and 
rearing parent(s), referred to as the intended parent(s). Obstetrician–
gynecologists may become involved in gestational surrogacy through 
caring for the gestational carrier or by caring for the intended parent(s). 
Although gestational surrogacy increases options for family building, this 
treatment also involves ethical, medical, psychosocial, and legal 
complexities that must be taken into account to minimize risks of 
adverse outcomes for the gestational carrier, intended parent(s), and 
resulting children. The purpose of this document is to provide an 
overview of gestational surrogacy and to describe the ethical 
responsibilities for obstetrician–gynecologists who take part in the care 
of women who participate in these arrangements. 
 

 Upcoming Events 
 
Ethics in Healthcare 2016 
A One-Day Conference for 
Collaborative Dialogue  
and Inter-Professional Exchange 

 
Date: May 20, 2016  
Time: 7:45 AM – 4:45 PM 
 
The University of Iowa Roy J. and 
Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine 
and the Program in Bioethics and 
Humanities will host its first one day 
conference on May 20, 2016 in the 
Medical Education and Research 
Facility (MERF), Room 2117. This 
conference is designed to help 
healthcare professionals meet the 
challenges of the increasing number 
and range of ethical challenges in 
healthcare as they surface in their work 
as clinicians, members of ethics 

http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://www.acog.org/-/media/Committee-Opinions/Committee-on-Ethics/co660.pdf?dmc=1&ts=20160225T1547551267
https://www.acog.org/-/media/Committee-Opinions/Committee-on-Ethics/co660.pdf?dmc=1&ts=20160225T1547551267


 
Bioethics in the Literature 
 
• Beever J, Morar N. The porosity of autonomy: Social and biological 

constitution of the patient in biomedicine. Am J Bioeth. 2016 Feb; 16: 
34-45.  

• Biegler P, Vargas P. Feeling Is believing: Evaluative conditioning 
and the ethics of pharmaceutical advertising. J Bioeth Inq. 2016 Jan 
27. [Epub ahead of print] 

• Ernecoff NC, Curlin FA, Buddadhumaruk P, et al. Health care 
professionals' responses to religious or spiritual statements by 
surrogate decision makers during goals-of-care discussions. JAMA 
Intern Med. 2015 Oct; 175: 1662-1669.  

• Haidet P, Jarecke J, Adams NE, et al. A guiding framework to 
maximise the power of the arts in medical education: A systematic 
review and metasynthesis. Med Educ. 2016 Mar; 50: 320-331.  

• Hanefeld J, Bond V, Seeley J, et al. Considerations for a human 
rights impact assessment of a population wide treatment for HIV 
prevention intervention. Dev World Bioeth. 2015 Dec; 15: 115-124.  

• Rebers S, Aaronson NK, van Leeuwen FE, et al. Exceptions to the 
rule of informed consent for research with an intervention. BMC Med 
Ethics. 2016; 17: 9.  

• Unguru Y, Fernandez CV, Bernhardt B, et al. An ethical framework 
for allocating scarce life-saving chemotherapy and supportive care 
drugs for childhood cancer. J Natl Cancer Inst. 2016 Jun; 108.  

• Wendler D, Wesley B, Pavlick M, et al. A new method for making 
treatment decisions for incapacitated patients: What do patients think 
about the use of a patient preference predictor? J Med Ethics. 2016 
Jan 29. [Epub ahead of print] 

• Yang YT, Curlin FA. Why physicians should oppose assisted suicide. 
JAMA. 2016 Jan; 315: 247-248.  
 

 committees or ethics consult teams, 
and administrators.  
 
Intended Audience: Physicians, Nurses, 
Social Workers, Chaplains, Physician 
Assistants, Trainees, Students, and 
Others 
 
For more information about the 
conference and to register, please click 
here. 
 
 
 
For a listing of more upcoming events 
related to bioethics and humanities, 
please click here. 
 
 
 
Reading Ethics at UIHC 
 
If you are interested to see what the 
UIHC Ethics Subcommittee was reading 
in February, please click here. 
 
 
. 
Quotation of the Month 
 
The arts have unique qualities that can 
help create novel ways to engage 
medical learners…. Such engagement 
can provide a stepping stone for 
learners to construct new meaning…. 
New meanings and insights can lead to 
better medical practice, particularly if 
learners focus on how such meaning 
can be translated into concrete plans for 
future actions. 
 
Haidet et al. (for more, see Med Educ; 
2016) 
 
 
 
UIHC Ethics Consult Service 
 
This service is a resource for patients, 
family members, or health professionals 
at UIHC who would like help addressing 
an ethical question or problem related 
to a patient’s care.  Consults can be 
ordered by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be requested 
by calling (319) 356-1616 and asking 
for the ethics consultant on call.  For 
more information, please click here. 
 
 

 
 
The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society announces the 

 
R. Palmer Howard Dinner for 2016 

 
 
Lovesickness: Female Insanity in 19th Century Opera 
 
 
Lynda Payne, PhD, RN 
Professor of History 
University of Missouri – Kansas City 
Department of History and Women and Gender Studies 
 

 
Date: Friday, April 22, 2016 
Time: 7:00 p.m. (dinner); 8:00 p.m. (talk) 
Location: Dean Rooms C and D, Sheraton Hotel 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2015.1120793
http://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11673-016-9702-8.pdf
http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/data/Journals/INTEMED/934549/ioi150071.pdf
http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/data/Journals/INTEMED/934549/ioi150071.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/medu.12925/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dewb.12038/epdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4744424/pdf/12910_2016_Article_92.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4744424/pdf/12910_2016_Article_92.pdf
https://jnci.oxfordjournals.org/content/108/6/djv392.full.pdf+html
http://jme.bmj.com/content/early/2016/01/29/medethics-2015-103001.full.pdf
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/data/Journals/JAMA/934869/jvp150184.pdf
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/ethicsinhealthcare/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/events/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMra1411250
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/medu.12925/epdf
http://www.uihealthcare.org/ethics/
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/02/HOMS-Payne-banquet-flyer-2016.pdf


 
Robert D. Sparks Writing Contest 
 
The purpose of this contest is to examine the influences of history, 
ethics, culture, literature, philosophy, sociology, or related frameworks 
on medicine, the practice of medicine, and the human condition. 
 
Two $1,200 awards will be given to the best submissions that examine a 
significant issue in medicine using ethical, historical, or cultural 
perspectives. This competition is open to all medical students and 
physician assistant students enrolled in the UI Carver College of 
Medicine. 
 
Deadline for entry: March 22, 2016 
Length: 2500-5000 words 
 
For more information, please click here. 
 

 Clinical Research Ethics 
Consultation Service 
 
We provide free consultation on ethical 
issues related to research design, 
tissue banking, genetic research 
results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In 
particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that 
frequently arise when designing or 
conducting research with human 
subjects. These include ethical 
challenges in sampling design; 
randomized and placebo-controlled 
studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-
level research results; community 
engagement processes; and more.  For 
more information, please click here. 
 
 
 
History of Medicine Society 
 
The University of Iowa History of 
Medicine Society invites you to an Open 
House in the John Martin Rare Book 
Room.  
 
The University of Iowa History of 
Medicine Society also invites you to 
read “Notes from the John Martin Rare 
Book Room, February 2016.” 
 
The University of Iowa History of 
Medicine Society (HOMS) and the John 
Martin Rare Book Room now have a 
large number of video and audio 
recordings of HOMS lectures from 
1985-2015.  To access the recordings, 
please click here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bioethics in the News 
 
Saving Sid 
 
This is a striking story about a young man who suffered a severe 
stroke.  The multimedia narrative explains in sensitive and informative 
detail the personal struggles and professional challenges that were 
faced as emergency neurosurgical decisions had to be made amidst 
great uncertainty about possible outcomes.  Please click here to read 
the article. 
 

 

  
To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly Newsletter, please 
click here. 
 

 
------------------------------------------ 
Laura Shinkunas 
Editor, Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities 
500 Newton Road, 1-110 MEB 
(319) 384-4654 
laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu  
 

 

  
  
  
 
 

 

 

http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/Bioethics/SPARKS_Essay/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/Bioethics/SPARKS_Essay/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/crecs/
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/03/Innovation-pioneers-3-24-16.pdf
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/03/Innovation-pioneers-3-24-16.pdf
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/03/Innovation-pioneers-3-24-16.pdf
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/02/rbr-newsletter-2016-2.pdf
https://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2016/02/rbr-newsletter-2016-2.pdf
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/saving-sid/
http://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/saving-sid/
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

