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Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter
provided by the Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the
University of lowa Carver College of Medicine.

Program in Bioethics and Humanities: Our Mission

We are committed to helping healthcare professionals explore and
understand the increasingly complex ethical questions that have
been brought on by advances in medical technology and the health
care system. We achieve this through education, research, and
service within the Carver College of Medicine, University of lowa
Health Care, University of lowa, and the wider lowa community.

More Details About The Program

Upcoming Events

Program Highlight

) _ ) ) For a listing of upcoming events
Electronic Consent for Rural VA Patients: A Pilot Project related to bioethics and humanities,
please click here.

In a newly funded study, Dr. Simon is collaborating with Drs.
Helen Schartz and David Klein of the University of lowa’s Law,
Health Policy and Disability Center to explore rural VA patients'
and VA providers' perspectives on interactive multimedia
consent for research. They will be asking patients and
providers to compare a paper consent to an interactive
multimedia consent, to determine their reactions and
preferences. The long-term goal of this research is to improve
rural VA patients' access to and understanding of materials that
address participation in research, so that patients can make
well-informed, deliberative decisions about participating.


http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/events/

Publication Highlight

Living as a Young Adult with a Chronic Complex Medical
Condition

By Aly Becker and Becky Benson, MD, PhD

(Dr. Benson is an Affiliate Faculty member in the Program.)

Dr. Benson co-wrote this piece with a patient (found on pages
8-10). This patient narrative highlights the vulnerability and
suffering that a patient faces as they interact with the medical
system.

Resource Highlight

Ethics, 2" edition

By William K. Frankena

This book is intended to introduce students and general
readers to the branch of philosophy called "ethics.” The aim in
this book is not just to introduce the problems and positions of
moral philosophers, but also to do moral philosophy. That is,
Frankena puts forward some of his own views and reasoning,
and at the same time, provides an introduction to the subject in
general.

Quotation of the Month

A death with dignity ... entails more
than the absence of external
indignities. Dignity in the face of
death cannot be given or conferred
from the outside — at least not by
other men — but requires a dignity of
soul in the human being who faces it.

- Leon Kass, 1974

UIHC Ethics Consult Service

This service is a resource for patients,
family members, or health
professionals at UIHC who would like
help addressing an ethical question or
problem related to a patient’s care.
Consults can be ordered by UIHC
clinicians through EPIC. Consults can
also be requested by calling (319)
356-1616 and asking for the ethics
consultant on call. For more
information, please click here.



http://www.nhpco.org/sites/default/files/public/ChiPPS/ChiPPS_ejournal_Issue-37.pdf
http://www.nhpco.org/sites/default/files/public/ChiPPS/ChiPPS_ejournal_Issue-37.pdf
http://www.ditext.com/frankena/ethics.html
http://www.uihealthcare.org/ethics/
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Clinical Research Ethics
Consultation Service

We provide free consultation on
ethical issues related to research
design, tissue banking, genetic
research results, informed consent,
and working with vulnerable patient
populations. In particular, we assist
clinical investigators in identifying and
addressing the ethical challenges that
frequently arise when designing or
conducting research with human
subjects. These include ethical
challenges in sampling design;
randomized and placebo-controlled
studies; participant recruitment and
informed consent; return of individual-
level research results; community
engagement processes; and more.
For more information, please click
here.
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