
Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter 

PROGRAM IN BIOETHICS AND HUMANITIES, CARVER COLLEGE OF MEDICINE                   

August 2018 

For a list of more upcoming 
events related to bioethics and 
humanities, click here. 
 

 
 
 

We have shown that an ethical 
framework for living donor 
transplantation can be developed by 
adopting the three principles from 
the Belmont Report—respect for 
persons, beneficence and justice— 
supplemented by two additional 
principles: vulnerability and 
responsibility. 

 

Ross & Thistlethwaite. (J Med 
Ethics, 2018) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics 
and Humanities Newsletter 
provided by the Program in 
Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and 
Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping 
healthcare professionals explore 
and understand the increasingly 
complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by 
advances in medical technology 
and the health care system. We 
achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the 
Carver College of Medicine, 
University of Iowa Health Care, 
University of Iowa, and the wider 
Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

Do surgeons and patients/parents value shared decision-making in pediatric 

surgery? A systematic review 

Erica M. Carlisle, MD, Laura A. Shinkunas, MS, Lauris C. Kaldjian, MD, PhD 

Abstract  

Background: Shared decision-making (SDM) is touted as the preferred 

approach to clinical counseling. However, few data exist regarding whether 

patients prefer SDM over surgeon-guided discussions for complex surgical 

decision-making. Even fewer data exist regarding surgeon preferences. Such 

issues may be especially pronounced in pediatric surgery given the complex 

decision-making triad between patients/parents and surgeons. The objective 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2018/07/04/medethics-2018-104762.full.pdf
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2018/07/04/medethics-2018-104762.full.pdf
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/


 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to visit the John Martin Rare 
Book Room website. On this 
website you will find resources, 
digital exhibits, and news/
highlights, such as Notes from 
the Rare Book Room. 

of this systematic review was to evaluate patient/parent and surgeon 

attitudes toward SDM in pediatric surgery. 

Methods: A systematic review of English language articles in Medline, 

EMBASE, and Cochrane databases was performed. Inclusion and exclusion 

criteria were predefined. Text screening and data abstraction were performed 

by two investigators. 

Results: Seven thousand five hundred eighty-four articles were screened. 

Title/abstract review excluded 7544 articles, and full-text review excluded 

four articles. Thirty-six articles were identified as addressing patient/parent 

or surgeon preferences toward SDM in pediatric surgery. Subspecialties 

included Otolaryngology (33%), General Surgery (30%), Plastics (14%), 

Cardiac (11%), Urology (8%), Neurosurgery (6%), Orthopedics (6%), and 

Gynecology (3%). Most studies (94%) evaluated elective/nonurgent 

procedures. The majority (97%) concentrated on patient/parent preferences, 

whereas only 22% addressed surgeon preferences. Eleven percent of studies 

found that surgeons favored SDM, and 73% demonstrated that patients/

parents favored SDM. 

Conclusions: Despite recommendations that SDM is the preferred approach to 

clinical counseling, our systematic literature review shows that few studies 

evaluate patient/parent and surgeon attitudes toward SDM in pediatric 

surgery. Of these studies, very few focus on complex, urgent/emergent 

decision-making. Further research is needed to understand whether patients/

parents, as well as surgeons, may prefer a more surgeon-guided approach to 

decision-making, especially when surgery is complex or taking place in 

urgent/emergent settings.  

 

To read the full article, click here. 

READING ETHICS AT UIHC 

If you are interested to see what 

the UIHC Ethics Subcommittee 

was reading in July, click here. 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT (CONTINUED) 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

 Beirne RC. Extraordinary minds, impossible choices: Mental health, 

special skills and television. Med Humanit. 2018 May 26. [Epub ahead of 

print] 

 Chakraborty R, El-Jawahri AR, Litzow MR, et al. A systematic review of 

religious beliefs about major end-of-life issues in the five major world 

religions. Palliat Support Care. 2017 Oct; 15: 609-622.  

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/exhibits/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/07/2018-07-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/07/2018-07-rbr-newsletter.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022480418302798
http://www.onlinejacc.org/content/early/2018/03/19/j.jacc.2018.02.031
http://mh.bmj.com/content/medhum/early/2018/05/26/medhum-2017-011410.full.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5865598/pdf/nihms949679.pdf


BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Chisholm L, Zimmerman S, Rosemond C, et al. Nursing home staff perspectives on adoption of an innovation 

in goals of care communication. Geriatr Nurs. 2018 Mar - Apr; 39: 157-161.  

 Cohen IG, Adashi EY. Personhood and the three branches of government. N Engl J Med. 2018 Jun; 378: 2453-

2455.  

 Dheensa S, Samuel G, Lucassen AM, et al. Towards a national genomics medicine service: The challenges 

facing clinical-research hybrid practices and the case of the 100 000 genomes project. J Med Ethics. 2018 Jun; 

44: 397-403.  

 Downing NL, Bates DW, Longhurst CA. Physician burnout in the electronic health record era: Are we 

ignoring the real cause? Ann Intern Med. 2018 Jul; 169: 50-51.  

 Gillon R. Why charlie gard's parents should have been the decision-makers about their son's best interests. J 

Med Ethics. 2018 Jul; 44: 462-465.  

 Graber MA, Ely J, Faine BA. Are noninferiority studies ethically inferior? Am J Health Syst Pharm. 2018 Jun; 

75: 911-914.  

 Koepke Y. Lessons from Frankenstein: Narrative myth as ethical model. Med Humanit. 2018 Jul 10. [Epub 

ahead of print] 

 Ross LF, Thistlethwaite JR. Developing an ethics framework for living donor transplantation. J Med Ethics. 

2018 Jul 4. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Tawfik DS, Profit J, Morgenthaler TI, et al. Physician burnout, well-being, and work unit safety grades in 

relationship to reported medical errors. Mayo Clin Proc. 2018 July 9.  [Epub ahead of print] 

 White DB, Angus DC, Shields AM, et al. A randomized trial of a family-support intervention in intensive care 

units. N Engl J Med. 2018 Jun 378: 2365-2375.  

BIOETHICS RESOURCE 

Brain death and the controversial case of Jahi McMath 

Harvard Medical School Center for Bioethics; published on June 27, 2018 

 

This public bioethics forum is a panel discussion with Arthur Caplan, PhD, Michael 

Goodwin, PhD, D. Alan Shewmon, MD, and Robert Truog, MD, It examines the 

neurological, bioethical, and social implications of the case of Jahi McMath, who was 

diagnosed as brain-dead following complications from a tonsillectomy in 2013.  

 

https://ac.els-cdn.com/S0197457217302045/1-s2.0-S0197457217302045-main.pdf?_tid=5155c67f-7618-4869-acdd-2b4eeb7b3d30&acdnat=1531164956_a504d949ce2ab8396097f550ae454464
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1801940
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/44/6/397.full.pdf
http://annals.org/data/journals/aim/937339/aime201807030-m180139.pdf
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/44/7/462.full.pdf
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/44/7/462.full.pdf
http://www.ajhp.org/content/ajhp/75/12/911.full.pdf
https://mh.bmj.com/content/medhum/early/2018/07/09/medhum-2017-011376.full.pdf
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2018/07/04/medethics-2018-104762.full.pdf
https://www.mayoclinicproceedings.org/article/S0025-6196(18)30372-0/pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMoa1802637
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHD0OUUfiR0


Privacy laws are hurting the care of patients with addiction. STAT News, July 13, 2018. 

Why the case of Jahi McMath is important for understanding the role of race for black patients. The Conversation, 

July 12, 2018. 

Why vaccine opponents think they know more than medical experts. The Conversation, July 12, 2018. 

A hospital’s human touch: Why taking care in discharging a patient matters. Kaiser Health News, July 12, 2018. 

The solemn truth about medical oaths. AAMC News, July 10, 2018. 

Sometimes patients simply need other patients. The New York Times, July 9, 2018. 

 

 

The Conley Art of Medicine contest for medical students, residents, and fellows is now open through September 

25, 2018, with a $5,000 prize for the winning art entry.  The Conley Ethics Essay contest for medical students, 

residents, and fellows is now open through September 25, 2018, with a $5000 prize for the winning essay. 

 

 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  
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