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We found that clinician denial of 
some types of patient requests was 
associated with reduced patient 
satisfaction….  Specifically, 
patients were less satisfied with 
clinicians who denied requests for 
referral, pain medication, other 
(nonpain, nonantibiotic) new 
medication, and laboratory tests 
than with clinicians who fulfilled 
such requests. 

 

- Jerant et al. (JAMA Intern Med, 

2017 ). 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter provided by 
the Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare professionals explore and 
understand the increasingly complex ethical questions that have been 
brought on by advances in medical technology and the health care system. 
We achieve this through education, research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa Health Care, University of Iowa, 
and the wider Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2664068/jamainternal_Jerant_2017_oi_170108.pdf
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service


 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

For a listing of the University of 
Iowa History of Medicine 
Society 2017/2018 Presentations 
and Events, click here. 
 
The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society and the 
John Martin Rare Book Room 
now have a large number of 
video and audio recordings of 
HOMS lectures from 1985-2017.  
To access the recordings, click 
here. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

JANUARY PRESENTATION 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society 

invites you to hear:  

 

Date: Thursday, January 25, 2018 

Time: 5:30-6:30 pm 

Location: 2117 MERF (Medical Education and Research Facility) 

 

European medical professionals from the 15th through the early 19th 
centuries treated the De Medicina “On Medicine” by the ancient Roman 
encyclopediast Aulus Cornelius Celsus (fl. 30 CE) as a standard medical 
reference equivalent to the works of Hippocrates and Galen. This lecture 
considers how Benivieni and Morgagni put Celsus’ De Medicina to work in 
medical ethics, in identifications of syphilis, and in specific surgical 
interventions. 

Ancient Surgery in Early Modern Italy:  

Celsus, Benivieni, Morgagni 

 

Marquis Berrey 

Associate Professor 

Classics Department, University of Iowa 

ROBERT D. SPARKS WRITING CONTEST 

 

 

Submissions should be 2500-5000 words in length, double spaced with 1-

inch margins in a 12 point font (approximately 12 to 20 pages). 

 

Deadline for entry: March 20, 2018 

 

For more information, click here. 

  

The purpose of this contest is to examine the influences 
of history, ethics, culture, literature, philosophy, 
sociology, or related frameworks on medicine, the 
practice of medicine, and the human condition. 
 
Two $1,200 awards will be given to the best 
submissions that examine a significant issue in 
medicine using ethical, historical, or cultural 
perspectives. In case of a tie, judges reserve the right to 
split a prize. This competition is open to all medical 
students and physician assistant students enrolled in 
the UI Carver College of Medicine. 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/06/2017-2018-homs-schedule.pdf
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/HOMS%20%20Berrey%201-25-18.pdf
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/HOMS%20%20Berrey%201-25-18.pdf
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/education/robert-d-sparks-writing-contest/


CAROL A. BOWMAN CREATIVE WRITING CONTEST 

Established by Richard Caplan, MD 
 
Sponsored by the UI Carver College of Medicine Program in Bioethics and Humanities in conjunction with the 
UI Carver College of Medicine’s Writing and Humanities Program 
 
Purpose: To encourage medical students to reflect on their new experiences in the world of medicine and to 
encourage the process and discipline of putting words on paper effectively, and to enjoy the satisfactions of 
creative effort. 
 
Contest Guidelines: Entries may be of any length or literary genre (fiction, essay, poetry, drama, memoir). The 
winning submissions will be published with author approval to be distributed (gratis) online and in The 
Examined Life Journal. Only medical students of the UI Carver College of Medicine are eligible to enter this 
contest. 
 
Contest Deadline: April 1, 2017 at 5:00 pm 
 
For more information, click here. 

2018 PELLEGRINO YOUNG SCHOLARS’ ESSAY PRIZE 

Graduate students, professional students and post-doctoral fellows are invited to submit essays addressing 

aspects and issues of the philosophy of medicine. The author of the winning essay will receive $500 and will be 
invited to present their work in a 45 minute lecture at this year’s annual Pellegrino Symposium to be held at 
Georgetown University on March 2, 2018. 
 
The award winner will receive paid domestic travel and housing costs to attend the 
symposium. The winning essay will be published in a forthcoming special issue of the 
journal Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics. Two runner up essayists will be presented with 
certificates. The runners up may present their papers in poster format at the conference 
should they choose to attend, and their essays will be considered for publication (if 
merited, but not guaranteed). 
 
Essays should be original, make reference to the work of Edmund Pellegrino, address 
some aspect of the philosophy of medicine, and be no more than 3500 words in length 
(plus references and notes). While any style is acceptable, APA format is preferred. Essays 
should be submitted electronically to Prof. James Giordano no later than January 12, 2018. 
The winner will be announced February 2, 2018. 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

 Church G. Compelling reasons for repairing human germlines. N Engl J Med. 2017 Nov; 377: 1909-1911.  

 Cochran D, Saleem S, Khowaja-Punjwani S, et al. Cross-cultural differences in communication about a dying 

child. Pediatrics. 2017 Nov; 140: e20170690.  

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/md/opportunities-growth/writing-and-humanities-program
http://theexaminedlifejournal.com/
http://theexaminedlifejournal.com/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/md/opportunities-growth/writing-and-humanities-program/carol-bowman-creative-writing-contest
http://www.cvent.com/events/annual-john-collins-harvey-lecture-pellegrino-seminar/event-summary-13158c8af55d403cbbb2b4e2b3fa91c9.aspx
mailto:james.giordano@georgetown.edu
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1710370
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/140/5/e20170690.full.pdf


BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Cwik B. Designing ethical trials of germline gene editing. N Engl J Med. 2017 Nov; 377: 1911-1913.  

 Holt GE, Sarmento B, Kett D, et al. An unconscious patient with a DNR tattoo. N Engl J Med. 2017 Nov; 

377: 2192-2193.  

 Hwong AR, Sah S, Lehmann LS. The effects of public disclosure of industry payments to physicians on 

patient trust: A randomized experiment. J Gen Intern Med. 2017 Nov; 32: 1186-1192.  

 Jerant A, Fenton JJ, Kravitz RL, et al. Association of clinician denial of patient requests with patient 

satisfaction. JAMA Intern Med. 2017 Nov 27. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Kuczewski MG, Zaidi D. The rescinding of DACA: What should healthcare professionals and academics 

do? (and why?). Am J Bioeth. 2017 Nov; 17: 1-3.  

 Myers SS. Planetary health: Protecting human health on a rapidly changing planet. Lancet. 2017 Nov 13. 

[Epub ahead of print] 

 Nambisan S, Nambisan P. How should organizations promote equitable distribution of benefits from 

technological innovation in health care? AMA J Ethics. 2017 Nov ; 19: 1106-1115.  

 Navin MC, Wasserman JA. Reasons to amplify the role of parental permission in pediatric treatment. Am J 

Bioeth. 2017 Nov; 17: 6-14.  

 Ubel PA, Scherr KA, Fagerlin A. Empowerment failure: How shortcomings in physician communication 

unwittingly undermine patient autonomy. Am J Bioeth. 2017 Nov; 17: 31-39.  

 Wiersma M, Kerridge I, Lipworth W. Dangers of neglecting non-financial conflicts of interest in health and 

medicine. J Med Ethics. 2017 Nov 24. [Epub ahead of print] 

BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  

 An Ethical Dilemma in a Case of Conjoined Twins from East Africa. NPR, October 27, 2017. 

 Parents of Brain-Damaged Baby Ask Judges to Allow New Assessment. The Guardian, November 10, 2017. 

 Should Facebook have its Own Chapter in a Bioethics Text? BioEdge, November 11, 2017. 

 First Digital Pill Approved to Worries About Biomedical ‘Big Brother.’ The New York Times, November 13, 

2017. 

 Providing End-Of-Life Support for Elders with Serious Mental Illnesses. Health Affairs Blog, November 16, 

2017. 

 Jehovah Witness Woman in Quebec Freely Chose Not to Have Transfusion and Paid with her Life. BioEdge, 

November 18, 2017. 

 Should Americans Excuse FGM as a Minority Cultural Practice? BioEdge, November 18, 2017. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1711000
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMc1713344
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-017-4122-y.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2664068/jamainternal_Jerant_2017_oi_170108.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2017.1391533?needAccess=true
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(17)32846-5.pdf
http://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/2017/11/pdf/stas1-1711.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2017.1378752
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2017.1378752
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2017.1378753
http://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2017/11/24/medethics-2017-104530.full.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/10/27/560431688/an-ethical-dilemma-in-a-case-of-conjoined-twins-from-east-africa
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/nov/03/parents-ask-high-court-to-allow-independent-expert-to-assess-brain-damaged-baby
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/should-facebook-have-its-own-chapter-in-a-bioethics-text/12505
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/13/health/digital-pill-fda.html
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20171114.475106/full/
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/jehovah-witness-woman-in-quebec-freely-chose-not-to-have-transfusion-and-pa/12519
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/should-americans-excuse-fgm-as-a-minority-cultural-practice/12518
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

