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For a list of more upcoming 
events related to bioethics and 
humanities, click here. 
 

“…it is not clear that removing 
or avoiding blame in medical 
settings is possible, nor is it 
necessary for improvements in 
safety or patient-practitioner 
relations. Furthermore, 
removing notions of blame 
threatens to drastically reduce 
the efficacy of apologies and 
forgiveness in cases where such 
exchanges can help to move 
forward.” 
 
To read more, click here:  
Tigard. (J Med Ethics; 2018) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics 
and Humanities Newsletter 
provided by the Program in 
Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and 
Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping 
healthcare professionals explore 
and understand the increasingly 
complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by 
advances in medical technology 
and the health care system. We 
achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the 
Carver College of Medicine, 
University of Iowa Health Care, 
University of Iowa, and the wider 
Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

Committee Opinion No. 759: Ethical Considerations for Performing 

Gynecological Surgery in Low-Resource Settings Abroad 

This Committee Opinion was developed by the American College of Obstetricians 

and Gynecologists’ Committee on Ethics in collaboration with committee member 

Ginny L. Ryan, MD, MA 

Global surgical care programs present obstetrician–gynecologists with 

important opportunities to address disparities in women’s health and health 

care worldwide. However, these programs also present a unique set of 

practical and ethical challenges. Obstetrician–gynecologists are encouraged to 

participate in surgical care efforts abroad while taking the necessary steps to 

ensure that their patients can make informed decisions and receive benefit 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2018/11/09/medethics-2017-104687.full.pdf
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/


 CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

 

READING ETHICS AT UIHC 

If you are interested to see what 
the UIHC Ethics Subcommittee 
was reading in November, click 
on the following links (article 1; 
article 2; article 3; article 4). 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to visit the John Martin Rare 
Book Room website. On this 
website you will find resources, 
digital exhibits, and news/
highlights, such as Notes from 
the Rare Book Room. 
 
For a list of the University of 
Iowa History of Medicine 
Society 2018/2019 Presentations 
and Events, click here. 

from and are not harmed by their surgical care. In this document, the 

Committee on Ethics highlights some of the ethical issues that may arise 

when providing surgical care in low-resource settings to help guide 

obstetrician–gynecologists in providing the best care possible. This document 

has been updated to broaden its focus beyond the example of obstetric 

fistulae, to address issues pertinent to medical trainees, and to include new 

information to guide physicians’ return home from participation in global 

surgical care programs. Although clinical research has an important role in 

the surgical care of patients in global settings, a complete discussion of the 

conduct of ethical research in global settings is beyond the scope of this 

document.  

 

To read the full Committee Opinion, click here. 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT (CONTINUED) 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT 

OATHS & ETHICS: a new Advanced Elective for CCOM students 

(Feb. 11-Mar. 7, 2019) 

Oaths and Ethics (MED:8413) is a new 
Advanced Elective directed by Dr. 
Kaldjian.  It is a course for CCOM students 
who are in the last phase of the CCOM 
curriculum.  It aims to help students gain a 
deeper appreciation for the meaning and 
significance of a medical oath, both for 
themselves, and for their profession and 
society. In this four-week elective, students 
will have the opportunity to discuss the 
history and purpose of medical oaths, 
examine the content of medical oaths in 
terms of ethical values and obligations, 
reflect on ethical principles and virtues 
communicated in ethics-related seminars at 
UIHC, and write a medical oath that 
crystalizes their own most important 
professional commitments.  
 
Students who are interested can email Dr. 
Kaldjian for more information or can 
register by contacting the CCOM 
Registrar’s Office. 
 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/44/12/872.full.pdf
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/42/5/319.full.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0885066608320928
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1307220
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/exhibits/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/11/2018-11-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/11/2018-11-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://hosted.lib.uiowa.edu/histmed/current.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjgh4mn6tjdAhUJyYMKHddVBr8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fen%2Fbook-pitched-book-pages-paper-1738607%2F&psig=AOvVaw3ugSA67KvexB6nebdT4NUX&ust=1538056785867253
https://www.acog.org/-/media/Committee-Opinions/Committee-on-Ethics/co759.pdf?dmc=1&ts=20181127T1957133748
mailto:lauris-kaldjian@uiowa.edu
mailto:lauris-kaldjian@uiowa.edu
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 What we know—and what we don’t—about the claim of world’s first gene-edited babies. STAT News, 

November 26, 2018. 

 Genome-edited baby claim provokes international outcry. Nature, November 26, 2018. 

 FDA plans overhaul of decades-old medical device system. STAT News, November 26, 2018. 

 Woman who inherited fatal illness to sue doctors in groundbreaking case. The Guardian, November 25, 2018. 

 Nuffield Council explores ethics of experimental treatments. BioEdge, November 24, 2018. 

 In the world’s most vulnerable countries, investigating disease comes with a moral reckoning. The Atlantic, 

November 23, 2018. 

 3 ethical reasons for vaccinating your children. The Conversation, November 19, 2018. 

 When hospitals merge to save money, patients often pay more. The New York Times, November 14, 2018. 

 Hospital leaders apologize, acknowledge mistakes cost Laura Levis her life. Boston Globe, November 13, 2018. 

 The words I did not say. Pulse, November 9, 2018. 

 What if the placebo effect isn’t a trick? The New York Times Magazine, November 7, 2018. 

 

Registration is now open for a series of pediatric ethics webinars hosted by Children’s Mercy Kansas City 

Bioethics Center. For more information and to register, click here. 

BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  

BIOETHICS LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 
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To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  
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