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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
 
More Details About  
The Program 

Program in B ioe thics  and Humanit ies  
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ETHICS IN HEALTHCARE 2023 CONFERENCE 
Sponsored by the Program in Bioethics and Humanities,  

Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
 

Location: 2117 Medical Education Research Facility, Carver College of Medicine, University of Iowa  
 

Date and Time: Friday, May 19, 2023, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM (check-in opens at 7:30 AM) 
 

Audience: Administrators, Attorneys, Chaplains, Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, Physicians,  
 Physician Assistants, Social Workers, Students, Trainees, and Others 
 

Registration Fee: $100 (includes continuing education credits) 
 

Conference Coordinator: Noel VanDenBosch, BA (contact: 319-335-6706, noel-vandenbosch@uiowa.edu) 
Conference Director: Lauris Kaldjian, MD, PhD  
 

Objectives: 
SESSION ONE (Speaker: Dr. Erica Carlisle) 

• Review the ethical principles that guide the allocation of scarce resources. 

• Discuss the ethical challenges of triage. 

• Explore the moral distress that may occur during triage. 
 

SESSION TWO (Speaker: Dr. Graeme Pitcher) 

• Define burnout in healthcare settings. 

• Explore ethically controversial aspects of burnout. 

• Relate the roots of burnout to healthcare’s ethical foundations. 
 

SESSION THREE (Speaker: Dr. Aaron Kunz) 

• Explain the goals, benefits, and harms of social distancing. 

• Articulate reasons for or against visitor restrictions using bioethical frameworks. 

• Propose ethically-conscious, patient-centered strategies for implementing and removing visitor restrictions. 
 

SESSION FOUR (Speaker: Dr. Rebecca Benson) 

• Identify key events and issues that have led to the emergence of contemporary clinical ethics consultation. 
• Describe the goals and scope of clinical ethics consultation and distinguish it from the roles of an ethics 

committee or policy review committee. 
• Discuss advantages and disadvantages of individual, small team, and committee models for providing ethics 

consultation. 
 

Please see our website for full details and information about continuing education accreditation. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:noel-vandenbosch@uiowa.edu
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/ethics-healthcare-conference/ethics-healthcare-conference-2023
https://commerce.cashnet.com/USS02
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PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

Introduction: Shared decision‐making, with an emphasis on patient autonomy, is often advised in 

healthcare decision‐making. However, this may be difficult to implement in emergent settings. We have 

previously demonstrated that when considering emergent operations for their children, parents prefer 

surgeon guidance as opposed to shared decision‐making. Here, we interviewed parents of paediatric 

patients who had undergone emergent operations to better understand parental decision‐making 

preferences. 

Methods: Parents of paediatric patients who underwent surgery over the past5 years at a University‐

based, tertiary children's hospital for cancer, an emergent operation while in the neonatal intensive care 

unit (NICU) or extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) were invited to complete a 60‐min semi‐

structured interview. Interviews were digitally recorded and transcribed verbatim. Thematic content 

analysis was performed via deductive and inductive analysis. An iterative approach to thematic sampling/

data analysis was used. 

Results: Thematic saturation was achieved after 12 interviews (4 cancer, 5 NICU and3 ECMO). Five 

common themes were identified: (1) recommendations from surgeons are valuable; (2)‘lifesaving mode’: 

parents felt there were no decisions to be made;(3) effective ways of obtaining information about 

treatment; (4) shared decision‐making as a ‘dialogue’ or ‘discussion’ and (5) parents as a ‘valued voice’ to 

advocate for their children. 

Conclusions: When engaging in decision‐making regarding 

emergent surgical procedures for their children, parents 

value a surgeon's recommendation. Parents felt that 

discussion or dialogue with surgeons defined shared 

decision‐making, and they believed that the opportunity 

to ask questions gave them a ‘valued voice’, even when 

they felt there were no decisions to be made. 

 

To read the full article, click here. 

‘A Valued Voice’: A Qualitative Analysis of Parental Decision-Making 

Preferences in Emergent Paediatric Surgery 
 

Erica M. Carlisle, Laura A. Shinkunas. Emily Ruba, Caleb J. Klipowicz, Maxwell T. 

Lieberman, Richard M. Hoffman, Heather S. Reisinger 
 

 Health Expectations 

http://doi.org/10.1111/hex.13686
http://doi.org/10.1111/hex.13686
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BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 
ETHICAL CHALLENGES WITH EXTRA-CORPOREAL 

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (ECPR) 

Key Articles and Resources 
 

 Carlisle EM, Loeff DS. Emerging issues in the ethical utilization of pediatric extracorporeal membrane 

oxygenation. Curr Opin Pediatr. 2020 Jun; 32: 411-415.  

 Emple A, Fonseca L, Nakagawa S, et al. Moral distress in clinicians caring for critically ill patients who 

require mechanical circulatory support. Am J Crit Care. 2021 Sep 1; 30: 356-362.  

 Guerguerian AM, Sano M, Todd M, et al. Pediatric extracorporeal cardiopulmonary resuscitation ELSO 

guidelines. ASAIO J. 2021 Mar 1; 67: 229-237.  

 Jonsen AR, Siegler M, Winslade WJ. Clinical ethics: A practical approach to ethical decisions in clinical 

medicine (9th edition).  2021.  New York: McGraw-Hill Medical. 

 Laussen PC, Guerguerian AM. Establishing and sustaining an ECPR program. Front Pediatr. 2018; 6: 152.  

 Mishra V, Svennevig JL, Bugge JF, et al. Cost of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation: Evidence from 

the Rikshospitalet University Hospital, Oslo, Norway. Eur J Cardiothorac Surg. 2010 Feb; 37: 339-342.  

 Walker KL, Bakir NH, Kotkar KD, et al. Cannulation strategy for extracorporeal membrane oxygenation 

does not influence total hospital cost. Ann Thorac Surg. 2022 Jan; 113: 49-57.  

https://journals.lww.com/co-pediatrics/Fulltext/2020/06000/Emerging_issues_in_the_ethical_utilization_of.14.aspx
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8494277/pdf/nihms-1741246.pdf
https://journals.lww.com/asaiojournal/Fulltext/2021/03000/Pediatric_Extracorporeal_Cardiopulmonary.2.aspx
https://accessmedicine.mhmedical.com/book.aspx?bookID=3130
https://accessmedicine.mhmedical.com/book.aspx?bookID=3130
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5998755/pdf/fped-06-00152.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejcts.2009.06.059
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.athoracsur.2020.12.062


5 

HUMANITIES CORNER 

This month’s spotlight is on Samantha Parks, a fourth year medical student. Her creative work is a 

poem, which she wrote as part of the Ethics and Humanities Sub-Internship Seminar. During this 

Seminar students are asked to complete a written reflection or creative work that responds to a 

situation they encountered during their sub-internship that illustrated values in ethics, professionalism, 

or humanism.  

The world is a mystery  

But it used to make sense 

Now words are a jumble 

And emotions are tense 

 

They talk in tongues 

They don’t give me a chance 

I express my frustration, but 

Get barely a glance 

 

Rehab is futile 

He needs it, we know 

But it’s three hours a day 

And, well, he’s too slow 

 

How can you say that 

Because how can you know 

You have not sat there 

For three hours in a row 

 

I watch him all day 

Give him time, he can learn 

I’m the voice he can’t have 

And for rehab I yearn 
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  

 Ahmed AM, Kadakia K, Ahmed A, et al. Trends in labor unionization among US health care workers, 2009-2021. 

JAMA. 2022 Dec 27; 328: 2404-2411.  

 Baldwin CA, Hanrahan K, Edmonds SW, et al. Implementation of peer messengers to deliver feedback: An 

observational study to promote professionalism in nursing. Jt Comm J Qual Patient Saf. 2023 Jan; 49: 14-25.  

 Barragan-Carrillo R, Pabon CM, Chavarri-Guerra Y, et al. End-of-life care and advanced directives in Hispanic/

Latinx patients: Challenges and solutions for the practicing oncologist. Oncologist. 2022 Dec 9; 27: 1074-1080.  

 Crais E. Ethical issues faced by a kidney transplant recipient. Narrat Inq Bioeth. 2022; 12: 112-115.  

 Elsner AM, Rampton V. "Accompanied only by my thoughts": A Kantian perspective on autonomy at the end of 

life. J Med Philos. 2022 Dec 23; 47: 688-700.  

 Fiester A, Yuan C. Ethical issues in using behavior contracts to manage the "difficult" patient and family. Am J 

Bioeth. 2023 Jan; 23: 50-60.  

 Gerritse K, Martens C, Bremmer MA, et al. Sharing decisions amid uncertainties: A qualitative interview study of 

healthcare professionals' ethical challenges and norms regarding decision-making in gender-affirming medical 

care. BMC Med Ethics. 2022 Dec 27; 23: 139.  

 Goodman KE, Morgan DJ, Hoffmann DE. Clinical algorithms, antidiscrimination laws, and medical device 

regulation. JAMA. 2023 Jan 24; 329: 285-286.  

 Guidry-Grimes L, Stahl D, Reynolds JM. Louisiana's “medically futile” unborn child list: Ethical lessons at the post

-Dobbs intersection of reproductive and disability justice. Hastings Cent Rep. 2023 Jan 6. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Harrison NJ, Schaffer AJ, Brady DW. Comparing and contrasting the experiences of U.S. Medical students during 

the covid-19 and 1918 influenza pandemics. Acad Med. 2022 Dec 16. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Hersey AE, Potter-Rutledge JM, Brown BP. Abortion policies at the bedside: Incorporating an ethical framework 

in the analysis and development of abortion legislation. J Med Ethics. 2022 Dec 30. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Ly D. Patient refusal of nursing care-an ethical dilemma for bedside nurses. Clin Nurse Spec. 2023 Jan-Feb 01; 

37: 5-8.  

 Mihailov E, Provoost V, Wangmo T. Acceptable objectives of empirical research in bioethics: A qualitative 

exploration of researchers' views. BMC Med Ethics. 2022 Dec 28; 23: 140.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2799909
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcjq.2022.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1093/oncolo/oyac211
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/1/article/869381/pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/jmp/jhac026
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2021.1974974
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2021.1974974
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9793857/pdf/12910_2022_Article_880.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2800368/jama_goodman_2023_vp_220144_1674242685.77833.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1002/hast.1449
https://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Abstract/9900/Comparing_and_Contrasting_the_Experiences_of_U_S_.318.aspx
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/jme-2022-108412
https://journals.lww.com/cns-journal/Fulltext/2023/01000/Patient_Refusal_of_Nursing_Care_An_Ethical_Dilemma.3.aspx
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9794471/pdf/12910_2022_Article_845.pdf
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Mulder J, Sonneveld H, Van Raemdonck D, et al. Practice and challenges for organ donation after medical 

assistance in dying: A scoping review including the results of the first international roundtable in 2021. Am J 

Transplant. 2022 Dec; 22: 2759-2780.  

 Murphy AC, Schultz KC, Gao S, et al. Prudence in end-of-life decision making: A virtue-based analysis of 

physician communication with patients and surrogates. SSM Qual Res Health. 2022 Dec; 2.  

 Neefjes V. Metaphors and decision making in parental blogs about their children with life-limiting diseases: 

Who's afraid of the war metaphor? Med Humanit. 2022 Dec 23. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Nelson RH, Moore B, Lynch HF, et al. Bioethics and the moral authority of experience. Am J Bioeth. 2023 Jan; 

23: 12-24.  

 Noda CH, Brown D, Kopar PK. The surgeon as a professional: Changes and challenges over time. Ann Surg. 

2022 Dec 21. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Notini L, Oakley J. When (if ever) may doctors discuss religion with their patients? Bioethics. 2023 Jan; 37: 72-

80.  

 Peng M, Saito S, Guan H, et al. Moral distress, moral courage, and career identity among nurses: A cross-

sectional study. Nurs Ethics. 2022 Dec 22. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pero A, Xu EL. Is it reasonable to expect students and trainees to internalize equity as a core professional 

value when teaching and learning occurs in segregated settings? AMA J Ethics. 2023 Jan 1; 25: E15-20.  

 Richman BD, Schulman KA. Restoring physician authority in an era of hospital dominance. JAMA. 2022 Dec 

27; 328: 2400-2401.  

 Saber M, Ebrahimi S, Farzane N, et al. Use of simulated patients for formative assessment of moral 

competence in medical students. J Educ Health Promot. 2022; 11: 330.  

 Skowronski G, Kerridge I, Light E, et al. Raising the dead? Limits of CPR and harms of defensive practices. 

Hastings Cent Rep. 2022 Nov; 52: 8-12.  

 Soofi H. Non-clinical uses of antipsychotics in resource-constrained long-term care facilities: Ethically 

justifiable as lesser of two evils? J Med Ethics. 2022 Dec 30. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Suleman M. The balancing of virtues-Muslim perspectives on palliative and end of life care: Empirical 

research analysing the perspectives of service users and providers. Bioethics. 2023 Jan; 37: 57-68.  

 Vo A, Torti J, Haddara W, et al. Exploring medical students' perspectives of physician leadership. BMC Med 

Educ. 2023 Jan 5; 23: 10.  

“… interventions decreasing moral distress and increasing moral courage may have 
potential benefits in improving career identity among nurses.” 

      (Peng et al.) 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ajt.17198
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajt.17198
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9797053/pdf/nihms-1859690.pdf
https://mh.bmj.com/content/medhum/early/2022/12/22/medhum-2022-012507.full.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2022.2127968
https://journals.lww.com/annalsofsurgery/Abstract/9900/The_Surgeon_as_a_Professional__Changes_and.345.aspx
https://doi.org/10.1111/bioe.13111
https://doi.org/10.1177/09697330221140512
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2022-12/cscm2-2301.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2799930/jama_richman_2022_ed_220104_1671489014.48531.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9768714/pdf/JEHP-11-330.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1002/hast.1442
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/jme-2022-108639
https://doi.org/10.1111/bioe.13109
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36604671
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36604671


8 

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

 FDA declines to grant accelerated approval for Eli Lilly’s experimental Alzheimer’s treatment. CNN, 

January 20, 2023. 

 New recommendations address crisis of physician stress. Hastings Center News, January 18, 2023. 

 Feds to investigate nursing home abuse of antipsychotics. Associated Press, January 18, 2023.  

 The reproducibility issues that haunt health-care AI. Nature, January 12, 2023. 

 FDA no longer needs to require animal tests before human drug trials. Science, January 10, 2023. 

 People of color: There’s a bias in how pictures are used to depict disease in global health publications. 

The Conversation, January 10, 2023. 

 ‘Why am I having to explain this?’: Seven stories of barriers to reproductive care for those with 

disabilities. STAT News, January 4, 2023. 

 Paying research participants—a lot—may be a key to increasing 

diversity in studies. STAT News, January 3, 2023. 

 The uncounted: People of color are dying at much higher rates that 

what COVID data suggests. USA Today, December 28, 2022. 

BIOETHICS OPPORTUNITIES 

UPCOMING 

 Consortium on Law and Values in Health, Environment & the Life Sciences: Annual Research Ethics Day 

Conference—What Makes Your Research Trustworthy? Threats and Opportunities? (free webinar). 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 9:00am-3:00pm CST via Zoom 

 The Hastings Center: Upcoming Webinars and Events  

 Michigan State University: 2022-2023 Bioethics Public Seminar Series 

 

ONGOING 

 The Hastings Center: Recent Webinars and Events  

 American Journal of Bioethics: YouTube channel containing previous webinars 

 The MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics: YouTube channel containing previous lectures  

 Children's Mercy Kansas City: Pediatric Ethics Podcast series and Webinars and Workshops 

 Office for Human Research Protections Luminaries Lecture Series 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/01/20/health/alzheimers-drug-donanemab-fda-eli-lilly/index.html
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/news/new-recommendations-address-crisis-of-physician-stress/
https://apnews.com/article/health-nursing-homes-medication-schizophrenia-ad76a524c9e97c5eaf857d89c4119b34
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-00023-2
https://www.science.org/content/article/fda-no-longer-needs-require-animal-tests-human-drug-trials
https://theconversation.com/people-of-colour-theres-a-bias-in-how-pictures-are-used-to-depict-disease-in-global-health-publications-196056
https://www.statnews.com/2023/01/04/pregnancy-abortion-disability-health-chronic-disease/
https://www.statnews.com/2023/01/03/paying-research-participants-a-lot-may-increase-diversity-in-studies/
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/health/2022/12/28/uncounted-covid-deaths-disparities/10590932002/
https://consortium.umn.edu/conference/annual-research-ethics-day-conference-what-makes-your-research-trustworthy-threats-and-opportunities
https://consortium.umn.edu/conference/annual-research-ethics-day-conference-what-makes-your-research-trustworthy-threats-and-opportunities
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/hastings-center-events/
https://bioethics.msu.edu/public-seminars/22-23-series
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnqwZNET_h-sTYzp2m9Uapw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHi1nAdgwegC0XLGMhKEPqg
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/bioethics-webinars-and-podcasts/bioethics-podcast-series/
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/bioethics-webinars-and-podcasts/bioethics-podcast-series/
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/education-and-outreach/luminaries-lecture-series/index.html
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BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an ethical 
question or problem related to a patient’s care.  
Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by paging 
the ethics consultant on call. For more information, 
click here. 

 
            
 
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. In particular, we 
assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-controlled 
studies; participant recruitment and informed 
consent; return of individual-level research results; 
community engagement processes; and more.  For 
more information, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

