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events related to bioethics and 
humanities, click here. 
 

 

 

...the purpose of health insurance is 
to spread the risk among 
populations.  Yes, it is a cross-
subsidy from the young to old, 
healthy to sick, rich to poor.  Yet no 
one knows if and when he or she 
may become ill or injured. 
 
Gostin LO.  (JAMA, 2017) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter provided by 
the Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare professionals explore and 
understand the increasingly complex ethical questions that have been 
brought on by advances in medical technology and the health care system. 
We achieve this through education, research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa Health Care, University of Iowa, 
and the wider Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2665761/jama_Gostin_2017_jf_170031.pdf
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service


 CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to read “Notes from the John 
Martin Rare Book Room, 
December 2017.” 
 
For a listing of the University of 
Iowa History of Medicine 
Society 2017/2018 Presentations 
and Events, click here. 
 
The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society and the 
John Martin Rare Book Room 
now have a large number of 
video and audio recordings of 
HOMS lectures from 1985-2017.  
To access the recordings, click 
here. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT 

EDITORIAL WRITING FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS 

Editorial Writing for Medical Students (IM:8449) is a new offering directed 
by Brittany Bettendorf, MD, an Affiliate Faculty Member in the Program. This 
course which focuses on editorial writing is a four-week advanced elective for 
medical students in Phase III of the curriculum. This elective will allow 
students to understand and practice the skill of writing Opinion Editorials 
aimed at improving the public’s understanding of health and 
healthcare. Students will learn how to effectively engage a broad, non-
medical audience through their writing, with the goal of producing an 
Opinion Editorial piece that could be submitted for publication to a local or 
national newspaper. 
 
The course will meet 2 times per week for 2.5 hours/session. The first session 
of each week (Monday) will be a seminar with a focus on discussion of the 
assigned readings.  There will also be a brief time (10-15 minutes) allotted for 
writing. The second session of each week (Wednesday) will be conducted in a 
workshop format for the purposes of editing and receiving feedback on the 
students’ editorial pieces.  During the workshop students will share their 
work and receive constructive critical feedback from the instructor and their 
peers.  
 
Outside of class, students will be responsible for critically reading all course 
material (approximately 10-15 hours per week), preparing one presentation 
(approximately 5 hours during the week they are assigned), completing 
writing assignments and discussion posts (approximately 15 hours per week), 
and meeting with a class partner to discuss each other’s work (approximately 
3-5 hours per week). 

 

 

READING ETHICS AT UIHC 

If you are interested to see what 

the UIHC Ethics Subcommittee 

was reading in December, click 

on the following links (article 1; 

article 2) 

Students can email Dr. Bettendorf for a 
copy of the syllabus.  
 
Students interested in registering for 
this course can contact the Registrar 
with the course number (IM:8449).  

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/12/2017-12-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/12/2017-12-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/12/2017-12-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/06/2017-2018-homs-schedule.pdf
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1508418
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp1504245
mailto:Brittany-bettendorf@uiowa.edu
mailto:Edwards,%20Matthew%20%3cmatthew-c-edwards@uiowa.edu%3e;%20Hopp,%20Marcia%20%3cmarcia-hopp@uiowa.edu%3e?subject=Register%20for%20course%20number%20IM:8449


HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

JANUARY PRESENTATION 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society 

invites you to hear:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Thursday, January 25, 2018 

Time: 5:30-6:30 pm 

Location: 2117 MERF (Medical Education and Research Facility) 

 

European medical professionals from the 15th through the early 19th centuries treated the De Medicina “On 
Medicine” by the ancient Roman encyclopediast Aulus Cornelius Celsus (fl. 30 CE) as a standard medical reference 
equivalent to the works of Hippocrates and Galen. This lecture considers how Benivieni and Morgagni put Celsus’ 
De Medicina to work in medical ethics, in identifications of syphilis, and in specific surgical interventions. 

Ancient Surgery in Early Modern Italy:  

Celsus, Benivieni, Morgagni 

 

Marquis Berrey 

Associate Professor 

Classics Department, University of Iowa 

RESOURCE HIGHLIGHT 

FOSTERING INTEGRITY IN RESEARCH 

Fostering Integrity in Research is a 2017 consensus study report form the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine that examines challenges to scientific integrity facing the 
research enterprise and recommends steps that individual scientists, research institutions, 
research sponsors, journal publishers, and professional societies should take to meet these 
challenges and better protect integrity in research. 

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/HOMS%20%20Berrey%201-25-18.pdf
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/HOMS%20%20Berrey%201-25-18.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/21896/fostering-integrity-in-research


CAROL A. BOWMAN CREATIVE WRITING CONTEST 

Established by Richard Caplan, MD 
 
Sponsored by the UI Carver College of Medicine Program in Bioethics and Humanities in conjunction with the 
UI Carver College of Medicine’s Writing and Humanities Program 
 
Purpose: To encourage medical students to reflect on their new experiences in the world of medicine and to 
encourage the process and discipline of putting words on paper effectively, and to enjoy the satisfactions of 
creative effort. 
 
Contest Guidelines: Entries may be of any length or literary genre (fiction, essay, poetry, drama, memoir). The 
winning submissions will be published with author approval to be distributed (gratis) online and in The 
Examined Life Journal. Only medical students of the UI Carver College of Medicine are eligible to enter this 
contest. 
 
Contest Deadline: April 1, 2017 at 5:00 pm 
 
For more information, click here. 

ROBERT D. SPARKS WRITING CONTEST 

 

Submissions should be 2500-5000 words in length, double spaced with 1-inch margins in a 12 point font 

(approximately 12 to 20 pages). 

 

Deadline for entry: March 20, 2018 

 

For more information, click here. 

The purpose of this contest is to examine the influences of history, ethics, culture, 
literature, philosophy, sociology, or related frameworks on medicine, the practice of 
medicine, and the human condition. 
 
Two $1,200 awards will be given to the best submissions that examine a significant issue 
in medicine using ethical, historical, or cultural perspectives. In case of a tie, judges 
reserve the right to split a prize. This competition is open to all medical students and 
physician assistant students enrolled in the UI Carver College of Medicine. 

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/md/opportunities-growth/writing-and-humanities-program
http://theexaminedlifejournal.com/
http://theexaminedlifejournal.com/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/md/opportunities-growth/writing-and-humanities-program/carol-bowman-creative-writing-contest
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/education/robert-d-sparks-writing-contest/


2018 PELLEGRINO YOUNG SCHOLARS’ ESSAY PRIZE 

Graduate students, professional students and post-doctoral fellows are invited to submit essays addressing 
aspects and issues of the philosophy of medicine. The author of the winning essay will receive $500 and will be 
invited to present their work in a 45 minute lecture at this year’s annual Pellegrino Symposium to be held at 
Georgetown University on March 2, 2018. 
 
The award winner will receive paid domestic travel and housing costs to attend the 
symposium. The winning essay will be published in a forthcoming special issue of the 
journal Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics. Two runner up essayists will be presented with 
certificates. The runners up may present their papers in poster format at the conference 
should they choose to attend, and their essays will be considered for publication (if 
merited, but not guaranteed). 
 
Essays should be original, make reference to the work of Edmund Pellegrino, address some 
aspect of the philosophy of medicine, and be no more than 3500 words in length (plus 
references and notes). While any style is acceptable, APA format is preferred. Essays 
should be submitted electronically to Prof. James Giordano no later than January 12, 2018. 
The winner will be announced February 2, 2018. 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

 Albertsen A, Thaysen JD, Albertsen A. Distributive justice and the harm to medical professionals fighting 

epidemics. J Med Ethics. 2017 Dec; 43: 861-864.  

 Childress JF. Organ donor research: Overcoming challenges, increasing opportunities. JAMA. 2017 Dec; 

318: 2177-2178.  

 Dickert NW, Eyal N, Goldkind SF, et al. Reframing consent for clinical research: A function-based 

approach. Am J Bioeth. 2017 Dec; 17: 3-11.  

 Emerson C, James S, Littler K, et al. Principles for gene drive research. Science. 2017 Dec; 358: 1135-1136.  

 Gostin LO. Five ethical values to guide health system reform. JAMA. 2017 Dec; 318: 2171-2172.  

 Gregg JL. The promises and pitfalls of treating addiction. Health Aff (Millwood). 2017 Dec; 36: 2204-2206.  

 Holt GE, Sarmento B, Kett D, et al. An unconscious patient with a DNR tattoo. N Engl J Med. 2017 Nov; 

377: 2192-2193.  

 King LP, Zacharias RL, Johnston J. Autonomy in tension: Reproduction, technology, and justice. Hastings 

Cent Rep. 2017 Dec; 47 Suppl 3: S2-S5.  

 Piccoli GB, Sofronie AC, Coindre JP. The strange case of Mr. H. Starting dialysis at 90 years of age: Clinical 

choices impact on ethical decisions. BMC Med Ethics. 2017 Nov; 18: 61.  

 Rodwin MA. Attempts to redefine conflicts of interest. Account Res. 2017 Nov. 1-12.  

 Saadi A, Ahmed S, Katz MH. Making a case for sanctuary hospitals. JAMA. 2017 Dec; 318: 2079-2080.  

 Tringale KR, Hattangadi-Gluth JA. Types and distributions of biomedical industry payments to men and 

women physicians by specialty, 2015. JAMA Intern Med. 2017 Dec 18. [Epub ahead of print] 

http://www.cvent.com/events/annual-john-collins-harvey-lecture-pellegrino-seminar/event-summary-13158c8af55d403cbbb2b4e2b3fa91c9.aspx
mailto:james.giordano@georgetown.edu
http://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/43/12/861.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2657470/jama_Childress_2017_vp_170161.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2017.1388448?needAccess=true
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/358/6367/1135.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2665761/jama_Gostin_2017_jf_170031.pdf
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/pdf/10.1377/hlthaff.2017.0632
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMc1713344
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.788/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.788/epdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5680775/pdf/12910_2017_Article_219.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3084307
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2658246/jama_Saadi_2017_vp_170153.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2665385/jamainternal_Tringale_2017_ld_170069.pdf


BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  

 Italy passes controversial end-of-life bill. BioEdge, December 16, 2017. 

 We regret to inform you that a British surgeon was branding his initials on livers. NPR, December 13, 2017. 

 ‘Ethics dumping’ - the dark side of international research. The Conversation, December 12, 2017.  

 His tattoo said ‘do not resuscitate.’ Doctors wanted another opinion. New York Times, December 4, 2017. 

 Should eye surgeons fulfill a dying man’s wish to see his family? NPR, December 3, 2017. 

 What to do when a patient has a ‘do not resuscitate’ tattoo. The Atlantic, December 1, 2017. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/italy-passes-controversial-end-of-life-bill/12555
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/12/13/570624311/we-regret-to-inform-you-that-a-british-surgeon-was-branding-his-initials-on-live
https://theconversation.com/ethics-dumping-the-dark-side-of-international-research-88675
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/04/us/do-not-resuscitate-tattoo.html?src=twr
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/12/03/565683105/should-eye-surgeons-fulfill-a-dying-mans-wish-to-see-his-family
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2017/12/what-to-do-when-a-patient-has-a-do-not-resuscitate-tattoo/547286/
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

