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“Given the subjective nature of 
futility estimations, it is 
important for physicians to be 
clear about who is establishing 
the goals for the child and be 
self-reflective about their 
values.” 

 

To read more, click here: 

Richards et al. (Am J Hosp 
Palliat Carel; 2018) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics 
and Humanities Newsletter 
provided by the Program in 
Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and 
Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping 
healthcare professionals explore 
and understand the increasingly 
complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by 
advances in medical technology 
and the health care system. We 
achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the 
Carver College of Medicine, 
University of Iowa Health Care, 
University of Iowa, and the wider 
Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

 

 

‘They need to tell you and not just do it’: Veteran and physician perspectives 

on point-of-care research in VA 

Laura Shinkunas, MS, Heather Schacht Reisinger, PhD, Christian Simon, PhD 

Abstract 
Point-of-care research (POCr) is part of a larger effort to advance the Veterans 
Health Administration (VHA) as a learning health system. It has the potential 
to improve health care outcomes and drive down costs of research by 
evaluating “in-use” medications and therapies. However, patients and 
physicians must be inclined to participate in this type of research. There is a 
need to assess patient and physician willingness, decision making, and 
methods of informed consent with respect to patient and physician 
participation in POCr. An exploratory study was conducted involving three 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1049909117734843
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1049909117734843
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/


 CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

NOVEMBER PRESENTATION 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society 

invites you to hear:  

 

Date: Thursday, November 8, 2018 

Time: 5:30-6:30 pm 

Location: Hardin Library, Room 401 

 

 

  

Charles Dotter and Andreas Gruentzig:  The Personal Stories of 
Two Pioneers Who Transformed the Practice of Cardiovascular 
Medicine 
 
Allyn Mark 
Emeritus Professor of Internal Medicine 
Division of Cardiovascular Medicine 
University of Iowa College of Medicine   

 

READING ETHICS AT UIHC 

If you are interested to see what 
the UIHC Ethics Subcommittee 
was reading in October, click on 
the following links (article 1; 
article 2; article 3). 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to visit the John Martin Rare 
Book Room website. On this 
website you will find resources, 
digital exhibits, and news/
highlights, such as Notes from 
the Rare Book Room. 
 
For a list of the University of 
Iowa History of Medicine 
Society 2018/2019 Presentations 
and Events, click here. 

focus groups, two with VA patients (n=8) and one with physicians (n=6) 
affiliated with a Midwestern VA Health Care System, to explore attitudes and 
preferences towards issues in POCr. Emerging themes were captured through 
qualitative content analysis. Four primary themes emerged from the focus 
group data: (1) a qualified willingness to participate in POCr; (2) the doctor-
patient relationship as a context for POCr; (3) transparency and choice in 
POCr participation; and (4) protecting patient confidentiality and 
privacy. Our exploratory study among VA physicians and patients suggests 
that POCr may be perceived as intervening or undermining the physician-
patient relationship in cases where randomization supplants doctor-patient 
decision making, or where a waiver of informed consent may diminish the 
need for physician-patient interaction. Informed consent is important in POCr 
because it offers a way for patients and physicians to establish rapport and 
trust, particularly in cases where randomization removes the need for clinical 
decision making. 
 
To read the full text article, click here. 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT (CONTINUED) 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
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http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/exhibits/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/10/2018-10-rbr-newsletter-1.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/10/2018-10-rbr-newsletter-1.pdf
http://hosted.lib.uiowa.edu/histmed/current.html
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https://journals.colostate.edu/jvs/article/view/178


BIOETHICS RESOURCE 

PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED DEATH: SCANNING THE LANDSCAPE 

As a matter of public opinion and of public policy, a national dialogue is taking place 
around the question of whether, and under what circumstances, terminally ill patients 
can access life-ending medications with the aid of a physician. 
 

This publication summarizes the presentations and discussions from a 2-day workshop 
of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. The workshop 
explored what is known and not known empirically about the practice of physician-
assisted death, as well as some of the moral and ethical considerations regarding the 
practice.  
  

To read or download a free PDF of the full report, click here.  

THE RUTGERS JOURNAL OF BIOETHICS 

A CALL FOR PAPERS 

The Rutgers Journal of Bioethics is an undergraduate journal exploring the intersection of ethics, biology, 
society and public policy. It has been published each year since 2009. While the journal solicits articles from all 
persons wishing to participate in the open discussion on bioethics, it is staffed by students at Rutgers, the 
State University of New Jersey. The journal welcomes all unsolicited original essays, book reviews, editorials 
and art. Some example subjects are medical treatment, biological warfare, research ethics, medical sociology, 
social justice, history of medicine/science, medical case analysis, eugenics, gene therapy, human cloning, 
medical malpractice, and healthcare policy; however, you are not limited to these topics.  
 
Submission Guidelines:  
COVER SHEET: Article title, author name(s), institutional affiliation, date of submission, abstract, and contact 
information (e-mail and phone number).  
SUBMISSIONS: Submit as a shared Google document in double-spaced, Times New Roman, 
12 point font. The following submission types are accepted: opinion editorials (1-3 pages in 
length) and research papers (8-15 pages in length of content, not including citations).  
CITATIONS: Use the style guidelines outlined by the American Psychological Association 
(APA). Do not submit articles with more than 30 citations.  
 
To submit, email your cover sheet and submission to rubioethics.journ@gmail.com.  
 
The submission deadline for the Fall issue is November 10th. 

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25131/physician-assisted-death-scanning-the-landscape-proceedings-of-a-workshop
http://eden.rutgers.edu/~bioeth/index.html
mailto:rubioethics.journ@gmail.com


BIOETHICS LITERATURE 

 Annas GJ, Galea S. Dying healthy: Public health priorities for fixed population life expectancies. Ann Intern 

Med. 2018 Sep 25. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Avitzour D, Barnea R, Avitzour E, et al. Nudging in the clinic: The ethical implications of differences in 

doctors’ and patients’ point of view. J Med Ethics. 2018 Oct 25. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Block BL. Does the term intensive care unit promote aggressive treatment? JAMA Intern Med. 2018 Oct 22. 

[Epub ahead of print] 

 Blumenthal-Barby JS, Ubel PA. In defense of "denial": Difficulty knowing when beliefs are unrealistic and 

whether unrealistic beliefs are bad. Am J Bioeth. 2018 Sep; 18: 4-15.  

 Brassfield ER, Mishra M, Buchbinder M. Responding to requests for aid-in-dying: Rethinking the role of 

conscience. Narrat Inq Bioeth. 2018 Aug 15. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Feldman WB, Hey SP, Kesselheim AS. A systematic review of the Food and Drug Administration's 'exception 

from informed consent' pathway. Health Aff (Millwood). 2018 Oct; 37: 1605-1614.  

 Gaston NR, Randall JM, Kiesel LR. Physician-assisted suicide and Midwest social workers: Where do they 

stand? J Soc Work End Life Palliat Care. 2018 Jan-Mar; 14: 73-92.  

 Klugman CM, Dunn LB, Schwartz J, et al. The ethics of smart pills and self-acting devices: Autonomy, truth-

telling, and trust at the dawn of digital medicine. Am J Bioeth. 2018 Sep; 18: 38-47.  

 Lang A, Paquette ET. Involving minors in medical decision making: Understanding ethical issues in assent 

and refusal of care by minors. Semin Neurol. 2018 Oct; 38: 533-538.  

 Leeds IL, Efron DT, Lehmann LS. Surgical gatekeeping - modifiable risk factors and ethical decision making. 

N Engl J Med. 2018 Jul 26; 379: 389-394.  

 Richards CA, Starks H, O'Connor MR, et al. Physicians perceptions of shared decision-making in neonatal 

and pediatric critical care. Am J Hosp Palliat Care. 2018 Apr; 35: 669-676.  

 Santoro JD, Bennett M. Ethics of end of life decisions in pediatrics: A narrative review of the roles of 

caregivers, shared decision-making, and patient centered values. Behav Sci (Basel). 2018 Apr 26; 8.  

 Sisk BA, Backer JN. Microethics of communication - hidden roles of bias and heuristics in the words we 

choose. JAMA Pediatr. 2018 Oct 22. [Epub ahead of print]  
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 Why private equity is furious over a paper in a dermatology journal. The New York Times, October 26, 2018. 

 DNA sequencing is inadvertently exacerbating social biases and inequalities. The Conversation, October 26, 

2018. 

 Bioethics and American politics. BioEdge, October 21, 2018. 

 Major American medical group drops opposition to euthanasia. BioEdge, October 20, 2018. 

 New England Journal pulls one paper, probes two others from stem cell researcher. STAT News, October 17, 

2018. 

 How storytelling can help young doctors become more resilient. Harvard Business Review, October 16, 2018. 

 Memorial Sloan Kettering, you’ve betrayed my trust. STAT News. October 3, 2018. 

 Research is scarce on medication use in pregnant women. Experts are urging the government to fix that. STAT 

News, October 1, 2018. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  
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