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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  
 Bjørk E, Thompson W, Ryg J, et al. Patient preferences for discussing life expectancy: A systematic 

review. J Gen Intern Med. 2021 Oct; 36: 3136-3147.  

 Bleicher J, Place A, Schoenhals S, et al. Drivers of moral distress in surgical intensive care providers: A 

mixed methods study. J Surg Res. 2021 Oct; 266: 292-299.  

 Collier KM, James CA, Saint S, et al. The role of spirituality and religion in physician and trainee wellness. 

J Gen Intern Med. 2021 Oct; 36: 3199-3201.  

 Cook-Deegan R. Lessons from biomedical innovation during world war ii. Hastings Cent Rep. 2021 Sep; 

51: 3.  

 Dalle Ave AL, Sulmasy DP. Health care professionals' spirituality and covid-19: Meaning, compassion, 

relationship. JAMA. 2021 Oct 8. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Fiester A, Yuan C. Ethical issues in using behavior contracts to manage the "difficult" patient and family. 

Am J Bioeth. 2021 Sep 30. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Gaurke M, Prusak B, Jeong KY, et al. Life-years & rationing in the covid-19 pandemic: A critical analysis. 

Hastings Cent Rep. 2021 Sep; 51: 18-29.  

 

 Gibson JA. Ethical considerations when patients initiate their own discharge. Nursing. 2021 Sep 1; 51: 

12-14.  

 Joly Y, Huerne K, Arych M, et al. The genetic discrimination observatory: Confronting novel issues in 

genetic discrimination. Trends Genet. 2021 Nov; 37: 951-954.  

 Kalbfell EL, Schwarze ML. How to support patients near the end of life whose pain is best treated with 

surgery? AMA Journal of Ethics. 2021; 23: 772-777.  

 Lowe JR, Hanson LC. Preventing death rattle with prophylactic subcutaneous scopolamine 

butylbromide. JAMA. 2021 Oct 5; 326: 1263-1265.  

“The fundamental problem with the life-years approach is that it places value on the 
experiences a person might have over a lifetime, not on persons themselves.”  
      

(Gaurke et al.) 

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11606-021-06973-5.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jss.2021.04.017
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8189548/pdf/11606_2021_Article_6808.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1280
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2785147
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2021.1974974
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/hast.1283
https://journals.lww.com/nursing/Fulltext/2021/09000/Ethical_considerations_when_patients_initiate.3.aspx?context=LatestArticles
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0168952521002286
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2021-09/cscm3-peer-2110.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2784684
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Moore B, Nelson RH, Meredyth N, et al. Consistently inconsistent: Does inconsistency really indicate 

incapacity? HEC Forum. 2021 Oct 6. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Morrison RS, Meier DE, Arnold RM. What's wrong with advance care planning? JAMA. 2021 Oct 8. 

[Epub ahead of print] 

 Nituica C, Bota OA, Blebea J, et al. Factors influencing resilience and burnout among resident 

physicians - a national survey. BMC Med Educ. 2021 Sep 29; 21: 514.  

 Nix HP, Weijer C, Brehaut JC, et al. Informed consent in cluster randomised trials: A guide for the 

perplexed. BMJ Open. 2021 Sep 27; 11: e054213.  

 Schofield G, Dittborn M, Selman LE, et al. Defining ethical challenge(s) in healthcare research: A 

rapid review. BMC Med Ethics. 2021 Sep 29; 22: 135.  

 Taylor HA, Porter KM, Paquette ET, et al. Creating a research ethics consultation service: Issues to 

consider. Ethics Hum Res. 2021 Sep; 43: 18-25.  

 Tiller JM, Keogh LA, McInerney-Leo AM, et al. A step forward, but still inadequate: Australian health 

professionals' views on the genetics and life insurance moratorium. J Med Genet. 2021 Sep 20. 

[Epub ahead of print] 

 White DB, Lo B. Structural inequities, fair opportunity, and the allocation of scarce ICU resources. 

Hastings Cent Rep. 2021 Sep; 51: 42-47.  

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10730-021-09462-8.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2785148
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8479707/pdf/12909_2021_Article_2950.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8477335/pdf/bmjopen-2021-054213.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8479723/pdf/12910_2021_Article_700.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/eahr.500101
https://jmg.bmj.com/content/jmedgenet/early/2021/09/20/jmedgenet-2021-107989.full.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/hast.1285
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 The U.S. needs more nurses, but nursing schools don't have enough slots. NPR, October 25, 2021. 

 Fake, Substandard Vaccines and Medicines Spell Trouble for Controlling Covid-19. STAT News, October 

25, 2021. 

 A mammoth resurrection. BioEdge, October 24, 2021. 

 Worn-Out Nurses Hit the Road for Better Pay, Stressing Hospital Budgets–And Morale. Kaiser Health 

News, October 21, 2021. 

 Pig-to-human transplants come a step closer with new test. AP News, October 20, 2021. 

 WHO calls for better palliative care world-wide. BioEdge, October 

17, 2021. 

 I fear Covid-19 is pushing young physicians out of medicine. STAT 

News, September 27, 2021.  

 Who will be there to care if there are no more nurses? The Hastings 

Center Bioethics Forum, September 23, 2021. 

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an ethical 
question or problem related to a patient’s care.  
Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by paging 
the ethics consultant on call. For more information, 
click here. 

 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. In particular, we 
assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-controlled 
studies; participant recruitment and informed 
consent; return of individual-level research results; 
community engagement processes; and more.  For 
more information, click here. 

BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/10/25/1047290034/the-u-s-needs-more-nurses-but-nursing-schools-have-too-few-slots
https://www.statnews.com/2021/10/25/counterfeit-vaccines-medicines-spell-trouble-controlling-covid-19/
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/a-mammoth-resurrection/13943
https://khn.org/news/article/worn-out-nurses-hit-the-road-for-better-pay-stressing-hospital-budgets-and-morale/
https://khn.org/news/article/worn-out-nurses-hit-the-road-for-better-pay-stressing-hospital-budgets-and-morale/
https://apnews.com/article/animal-human-organ-transplants-d85675ea17379e93201fc16b18577c35
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/who-calls-for-better-palliative-care-world-wide/13938
https://www.statnews.com/2021/09/27/covid-19-burnout-pushing-young-physicians-out-of-medicine/
https://www.statnews.com/2021/09/27/covid-19-burnout-pushing-young-physicians-out-of-medicine/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/who-will-be-there-to-care-if-there-are-no-more-nurses/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/who-will-be-there-to-care-if-there-are-no-more-nurses/
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

