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For a list of more upcoming 
events related to bioethics and 
humanities, click here. 
 

Many may feel that telehealth 
and telemedicine, with their 
technological sophistication, 
continuous change, and rapid 
expansion, are standing 
medicine on its head. However, 
it may be more appropriate to 
see the evolution of 
telecommunications in patient 
care as part of the history of 
technology in medicine, and an 
opportunity to enhance access to 
care, quality of care, and 
satisfaction for both patients 
and physicians. 
 
Chaet et al. (J Gen Intern Med; 
2017) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter provided by 
the Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare professionals explore and 
understand the increasingly complex ethical questions that have been 
brought on by advances in medical technology and the health care system. 
We achieve this through education, research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa Health Care, University of Iowa, 
and the wider Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-017-4082-2.pdf
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service


 CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to read “Notes from the John 
Martin Rare Book Room, 
September 2017.” 
 
For a listing of the University of 
Iowa History of Medicine 
Society 2017/2018 Presentations 
and Events, click here. 
 
The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society and the 
John Martin Rare Book Room 
now have a large number of 
video and audio recordings of 
HOMS lectures from 1985-2017.  
To access the recordings, click 
here. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT  

 

READING ETHICS AT UIHC 

If you are interested to see what 
the UIHC Ethics Subcommittee 
was reading in September, click 
here . 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

 

 

 

 

Ethical Issues in Long-Term Care: A Human Rights Perspective 

Nancy Kusmaul, Mercedes Bern-Klug, Robin Bonifas 

 

Journal of Human Rights and Social Work, 2017;2(3):86-97 

 

Abstract  
Nursing home residents do not relinquish human rights just because they 
need care. In nursing homes in the USA, federal law guarantees certain 
rights to residents. This article provides a broader context for 
understanding the federal resident rights in the USA by examining them 
within the context of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the National Association of Social Workers Code of Ethics. In 
the USA, resident, family, and staff education of resident rights is 
typically the social worker’s responsibility. Two challenges, both of 
which can lead to ethical dilemmas and human rights violations, are 
discussed: substance use and resident-to-resident aggressive behavior. 
Social workers have an important role in developing sound 
organizational policies which support resident rights and in educating 
and supporting staff, families, and residents in understanding these 
rights with the intention of preventing conflicts when possible and 
addressing conflicts when necessary. Because many long-term nursing 
home residents will spend their remaining months or years within the 
nursing home, the home becomes their world where their rights should 
be respected and realized. 

Dr. Lauris Kaldjian appeared as a panelist on KCRG’s Ethical Perspectives 

on the News to discuss Transhumanism. The show aired on September 3, 
2017 and can be accessed here.  
 
Other panelists included Juan Pablo Hourcade, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Computer Science at the University of Iowa and Writer/
Playwrite Rob Merritt. The moderator was Karl Cassell. 
 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/09/2017-09-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/09/2017-09-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/09/2017-09-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2017/06/2017-2018-homs-schedule.pdf
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://www.europeanreview.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/1044-1051.pdf
http://www.europeanreview.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/1044-1051.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZzV62IZTZM&feature=youtu.be


HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

New Exhibit 

October 2017 to Spring 2018 

Hardin Library for the Health Sciences, 3rd Floor 

 

Word War I—Medical Issues at Home and in the Field 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven books addressing issues from WWI are on display. Wall displays highlight nutrition and war effort, 

gas warfare, influenza, shell shock and efforts undertaken by Iowans to support the war effort. 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society 

invites you to hear:  

World War I—Medical Issues at Home and in the Field 

 

Panel: 

 Charles Hawtrey, Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Urology, University of Iowa 

[memoirs then and now] 

 Dan Bothius, Professor, Dept. of Pediatrics, University of Iowa [gas warfare] 

 Janet Schalapkohl, Managing Director, Combined Efforts: Celebrating Artists, 

Changing Perceptions [shell-shock] 

 Amanda Bloomer, Wellness Staff, New Pioneer Coop 

[manufacture of vitamins and supplements] 

 

 

Date: Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Time: 5:30-7:00 pm 

Location: 2117 MERF (Medical Education and Research Facility) 



BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

 Baeroe K, Ives J, de Vries M, et al. On classifying the field of medical ethics. BMC Med Ethics. 2017 Apr; 18: 

30.  

 Chaet D, Clearfield R, Sabin JE, et al. Ethical practice in telehealth and telemedicine. J Gen Intern Med. 2017 

Jun 26. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Choudhry NK. Randomized, controlled trials in health insurance systems. N Engl J Med. 2017 Sep; 377: 957-

964.  

 Lee LM. A bridge back to the future: Public health ethics, bioethics, and environmental ethics. Am J Bioeth. 

2017 Sep; 17: 5-12.  

 Moreno JD, Schmidt U, Joffe S. The Nuremberg Code 70 years later. JAMA. 2017 Sep; 318: 795-796.  

 Pandharipande PP, Ely E. Humanizing the treatment of hyperactive delirium in the last days of life. JAMA. 

2017; 318: 1014-1015.  

 Persad GC, Emanuel EJ. The case for resource sensitivity: Why it is ethical to provide cheaper, less effective 

treatments in global health. Hastings Cent Rep. 2017 Sep; 47: 17-24.  

 Stern AM, Markel H. The history of vaccines and immunization: Familiar patterns, new challenges. Health 

Aff (Millwood). 2005 May-Jun; 24: 611-621.  

EXAMINED LIFE CONFERENCE 

Dates: October 12-14, 2017 

Location: Medical Education Facility (MERF), Caver College of Medicine 

 

The University of Iowa Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine will host its annual three-day 

conference focusing on the links between the science of medicine and the arts. The program seeks to encourage 

healthcare professionals, medical educators, patients and their family members to define methods for 

incorporating writing, humanities, and the arts into medical education, patient and self care, and/or 

professional development schemes; identify the role that writing, humanities, and the arts can play in such 

activities; identify avenues to pursue that can improve their creative or reflective writing; and describe and 

utilize the mechanics of writing for publication. Upon completion of this conference the participant will be able 

to identify tools to enhance their understanding of medical education, patient and self care, and/or professional 

development needs; discuss the ethical, emotional, and psychological requirements of these needs; describe 

methods that can be used to increase the well-being and 

communication skills of medical learners, healthcare provider, patients 

and family members; and examine publication practices. 

 

For more information about the conference, click here. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5406875/pdf/12910_2017_Article_193.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-017-4082-2.pdf
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMra1510058
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2017.1353164?needAccess=true
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/data/journals/jama/936454/jama_moreno_2017_vp_170112.pdf
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2654364
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hast.764/epdf
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/24/3/611.full.pdf
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/24/3/611.full.pdf
http://examinedlifeconference.com/


BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  

 Sulmasy L, Mueller PS, for the E, et al. Ethics and the legalization of physician-assisted suicide: An 

American College of Physicians position paper. Ann Intern Med. 2017 Sep 19. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Tekiner H. A 450-year-old Turkish poem on medical ethics. J Bioeth Inq. 2017 Jun; 14: 445-449.  

 van der Zande ISE, van der Graaf R, Oudijk MA, et al. Vulnerability of pregnant women in clinical 

research. J Med Ethics. 2017 Jul 17. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Empathizing With Narrative Medicine. Hospitals & Health Networks, September 25, 2017. 

 To Advance Medicine’s Future, The NIH Tries To Win The Trust of Communities Mistreated In The Past. 

STAT, September 22, 2017. 

 She Rejected Chemotherapy And Chose To Die Of Cancer—So She Could Give Birth To Her Child. The 

Washington Post, September 10, 2017. 

 The Case For Confronting Long-Term Opioid Use As A Hospital-Acquired Condition. Health Affairs Blog, 

September 8, 2017. 

 FDA Approves First Gene-Altering Leukemia Treatment, Costing $475,000. The New York Times, August 

30, 2017. 

 Wellmark, Don’t Deny Spinraza To Those Who Need It. The Daily Iowan, August 3, 2017. 

 

 Registration is now open for the Honoring Your Wishes: Enhancing Person-Centered Care through Advance Care 

Planning held on October 20, 2017 at the UI College of Public Health Building in Iowa City. For a printable 

brochure, click here. To register online, click here. 

 The University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital Pediatric Pain and Palliative Care Program 

invites you to attend The Pediatric Palliative and Chronic Patient: Ethical and Medical Challenges and 

Opportunities, which will explore issues common to pediatric patients and families coping with chronic 

medical conditions. This program will be held on Thursday, November 2, 2017 at the Radisson Hotel & 

Conference Center in Coralville. For more information or to register, contact Sara English at 319-356-4107 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

http://annals.org/aim/article/2654458/ethics-legalization-physician-assisted-suicide-american-college-physicians-position-paper
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11673-017-9789-6.pdf
http://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2017/05/26/medethics-2016-103955.full.pdf
http://www.hhnmag.com/articles/8600-empathizing-with-narrative-medicine
https://www.statnews.com/2017/09/22/nih-precision-medicine-all-of-us/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=4ba8248319-MR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-4ba8248319-150323377
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2017/09/10/she-rejected-chemotherapy-and-chose-to-die-of-cancer-so-she-could-give-birth-to-her-child/?hpid=hp_no-name_hp-in-the-news%3Apage%2Fin-the-news&utm_term=.f7bd03a663f8
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2017/09/08/the-case-for-confronting-long-term-opioid-use-as-a-hospital-acquired-condition/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/health/gene-therapy-cancer.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fhealth&action=click&contentCollection=health&region=rank&module=package&version=highlights&contentPlacement=9&pgtype=sectionfront
http://daily-iowan.com/2017/08/03/soyer-wellmark-dont-deny-spinraza-to-those-who-need-it/
http://cmetracker.net/UIOWA/Files/Brochures/168772.pdf
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/cme/webtracker
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

