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When patients invoke the vegetable 
clause, they are not making a 
statement about CPR 
preferences.  They are making a 
statement about post-CPR 
preferences. Recognizing this 
difference is essential because 
clinicians can only provide a fully 
informed recommendation about 
CPR when outcomes are discussed. 
 

Breu AC. (JAMA Intern Med; 

2018) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics 
and Humanities Newsletter 
provided by the Program in 
Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and 
Humanities: Our Mission  
We are committed to helping 
healthcare professionals explore 
and understand the increasingly 
complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by 
advances in medical technology 
and the health care system. We 
achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the 
Carver College of Medicine, 
University of Iowa Health Care, 
University of Iowa, and the wider 
Iowa community. 
 
More Details About The Program 

CCOM HUMANITIES DISTINCTION TRACK 

The purpose of the Carver College of Medicine Humanities Distinction Track 

(HDT) is to encourage, support, and recognize medical students who pursue 

scholarship in ethics, writing, or the humanities. This track will promote 

students’ growth as professionals and also further the promotion of 

humanism in medicine. Participation in the track includes the completion of a 

major project.  Past and current projects have involved works of poetry, prose 

and photographic art, as well as historical research, empirical studies, and 

policy analysis.  To learn more about the HDT, please click here. 

 

Co-Directors of the Humanities Distinction Track: 

Lauris Kaldjian, MD, PhD 

Jason T. Lewis, MFA 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2697393/jamainternal_Breu_2018_pp_180011.pdf
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/md/teaching-and-learning/distinction-tracks/humanities-distinction-track


 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to visit the John Martin Rare 
Book Room website. On this 
website you will find resources, 
digital exhibits, and news/
highlights, such as Notes from 
the Rare Book Room. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

SEPTEMBER PRESENTATION 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society 

presents:  

Ring the Fire Bell: The Incredible Story 

of an Iowa Civil War Medical Center 

 

Charles Driscoll, MD 

Professor Emeritus 

Clinical Family Medicine 

University of Virginia 

Thursday, September 27, 2018, 5:30-6:30 

Book Signing at 6:30 

MERF Rm 2117 (Medical Education & Research Facility) 

Friday, September 28, 2018, 12:00-1:00 

Book Signing from 1:00-1:30 

 

Box lunches will be available for the first 25 attendees 

(Lunches are provided through a generous gift by Dr. Robert Rakel) 

 

Institute for Clinical and Translational Science (ICTS) Conference Room 

 

DIRECTIONS: Take elevator B to the 4th floor. Exit the elevator to your right and immediately 

take another right at the wooden compass. You will pass the Nursing/Telecommunications 

offices. Enter the glass doors on the left BEFORE reaching elevator BW. The conference room 

(C44-A GH) is straight ahead. 

EXAMINED LIFE CONFERENCE 

Dates: October 25-27, 2018 

Location: Medical Education Facility (MERF), Caver College of Medicine 

 

The University of Iowa Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine will 

host its annual three-day conference focusing on the links between the 

science of medicine and the arts. The program seeks to encourage healthcare 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/exhibits/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/08/2018-08-rbr-newsletter.pdf
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/files/2018/08/2018-08-rbr-newsletter.pdf
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/HOMS%20%20Driscoll%20Flyer.pdf
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/HOMS%20%20Driscoll%20Flyer.pdf


Renowned physician and author Ira Byock, MD, FAAHPM, will present “Saying ‘The 

Four Things that Matter Most” at the Coralville Center for the Performing Arts on Sunday, 

October 7, 2018, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The presentation, part of the UNESCO City of 

Literature Iowa City Book Festival, is free and open to the public. Doors will open at 6 

p.m. Prairie Lights bookstore will provide books for purchase, and Dr. Byock will be 

available to sign copies following his presentation. Pre-registration is recommended. 

 

Dr. Byock will also be the keynote speaker the following morning, Monday, Oct. 8 at the 

professional conference “The Best Care Possible” from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at the 

Coralville Center for the Performing Arts.  His keynote presentation is entitled “The Best 

Care Possible:  Clinical and Cultural Leadership in the 21st Century.” Fees: Physicians $60; 

Students $20; all other attendees $30.For additional information or to register, please go 

to www.medicine.uiowa.edu/cme and click on Upcoming Programs, or go directly to 

http://bit.ly/BestCareConference.  The registration deadline is Friday, Oct. 5, 2018. 

EXAMINED LIFE CONFERENCE (CONTINUED) 

professionals, medical educators, patients and their family members to define methods for incorporating writing, 

humanities, and the arts into medical education, patient and self care, and/or professional development schemes; 

identify the role that writing, humanities, and the arts can play in such activities; identify avenues to pursue that 

can improve their creative or reflective writing; and describe and utilize the mechanics of writing for publication. 

Upon completion of this conference the participant will be able to identify tools to enhance their understanding of 

medical education, patient and self care, and/or professional development needs; discuss the ethical, emotional, 

and psychological requirements of these needs; describe methods that can be used to increase the well-being and 

communication skills of medical learners, healthcare provider, patients and family members; and examine 

publication practices. 

 

For more information about the conference, click here. 

UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS 

http://bit.ly/SayingTheFourThings
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/cme
http://bit.ly/BestCareConference
https://examinedlifeconference.com/


BIOETHICS RESOURCE 

The Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society published a monograph in 2017 called Medical Professionalism 

Best Practices: Professionalism in the Modern Era. The purpose of this document is to advance the national 

dialogue about medical professionalism. To read the monograph, click here. 

 

BIOETHICS LITERATURE 

 Baruch J, Springs S. Opioids and pain in the emergency department: A narrative crisis. Med Humanit. 2018 

Jun 26. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Breu AC. Clinician-patient discussions of successful CPR-The vegetable clause. JAMA Intern Med. 2018 Aug 

20. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Cunningham TV, Scheunemann LP, Arnold RM, et al. How do clinicians prepare family members for the 

role of surrogate decision-maker? J Med Ethics. 2018 Jan; 44: 21-26.  

 Fernandez Lynch H, Joffe S, Feldman EA. Informed consent and the role of the treating physician. N Engl J 

Med. 2018 Jun; 378: 2433-2438.  

 Fins JJ, Bernat JL. Ethical, palliative, and policy considerations in disorders of consciousness. Neurology. 

2018 Aug 8. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Hemmelgarn C. Seeking answers, hearing silence. Health Aff (Millwood). 2018 Aug; 37: 1332-1334.  

 Honiden S, Possick J. Should physicians new to a case counsel patients and their families to change course at 

the end of life? AMA Journal of Ethics. 2018; 20: 699-707.  

 Korenstein D, Chimonas S, Barrow B, et al. Development of a conceptual map of negative consequences for 

patients of overuse of medical tests and treatments. JAMA Intern Med. 2018 Aug 13. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Langford DJ, Tauben DJ, Sturgeon JA, et al. Treat the patient, not the pain: Using a multidimensional 

assessment tool to facilitate patient-centered chronic pain care. J Gen Intern Med. 2018 Aug; 33: 1235-1238.  

 Lo B. A parallel universe of clinical trials. N Engl J Med. 2018 Jul 12; 379: 101-103.  

 Lynch HF, Zettler PJ, Sarpatwari A. Promoting patient interests in implementing the federal right to try act. 

JAMA. 2018 Aug 13. [Epub ahead of print] 

 McDonald FS, Duhigg LM, Arnold GK, et al. The american board of internal medicine maintenance of 

certification examination and state medical board disciplinary actions: A population cohort study. J Gen 

Intern Med. 2018 Aug; 33: 1292-1298.  

 Nair-Collins M. An unquestioned assumption in the debate on the dead donor rule. J Med Ethics. 2018 Aug 

13. [Epub ahead of print] 

http://alphaomegaalpha.org/pdfs/Monograph2018.pdf
https://mh.bmj.com/content/medhum/44/3/213.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2697393/jamainternal_Breu_2018_pp_180011.pdf
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2697358/jama_Lynch_2018_vp_180086.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-018-4376-z.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-018-4376-z.pdf
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 Professionalism isn’t something medical students absorb. It must be taught. STAT News, August 24, 2018. 

 In health care, it’s time to get a second opinion on what ‘value’ stands for. STAT News, August 22, 2018. 

 Prominent health policy researcher plagiarized colleagues’ work, Dartmouth investigation finds. STAT News, 

August 20, 2018.  

 Direct-to-consumer genetic testing is booming, but ethical concerns remain. BioEdge, Agust 18, 2018. 

 Escape from the Mayo Clinic: Teen accuses world-famous hospital of ‘medical kidnapping.’ CNN Health, 

August 17, 2018. 

 Lessons for physicians from ‘The Bleeding Edge’: If you see something, say something. STAT News, August 

14, 2018. 

 Hennepin ketamine study raises questions about ethics and consent. Forbes, July 26, 2018. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  

 Nelson L. Provider conscientious refusal of abortion, obstetrical emergencies, and criminal homicide law. Am 
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