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“The Carver College of Medicine Biomedical Science PhD Program provides a 
fantastic research training environment for current and future students. It is a 
friendly, highly-collaborative, and rigorous research institution with world-renowned 
scientists. Students have many opportunities for bench-to-bedside research with 
nationally ranked hospitals, the Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center, and the Iowa 
Neuroscience Institute as part of our academic medical center. To top it off, it is 
nestled in one of the best small cities in the United States!” 

Keith Garcia, PhD Student
(Pictured above right)



Thank you for the opportunity to connect with 
you and share information about the outstanding 
community of biomedical scientists at the University 
of Iowa Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of 
Medicine. Whether your path to pursuing biomedical 
graduate education is just beginning or you will be 
joining our PhD training program soon, we want to 
extend a warm invitation to explore our college and 
learn about the faculty, staff and students fostering 
interdisciplinary research through our major 
research centers, institutes and programs.

The Biomedical Science Program optimizes a student’s mobility and the 
ability to examine emerging trends and respond rapidly to cross disciplinary 
academic and research collaborations. Students thrive in a research 
environment in which they can investigate several disciplines before 
affiliating with a graduate program by performing research rotations in the 
laboratories of our Biomedical Science faculty.

You can tailor your choice of elective coursework based on your interest. 
Students selecting a thesis advisor benefit from the expertise of our faculty in 
areas that represent the depth and breadth of current thinking including, but 
not limited to: Cancer Biology, Cell & Developmental Biology, Experimental 
Pathology, Free Radical & Radiation Biology, Molecular Medicine, Molecular 
Physiology & Biophysics and Pharmacology.

As a community of faculty, staff and students engaged in research, 
scholarship, and learning the UI fosters an inclusive community in which 
people of different backgrounds can encounter one another and flourish in a 
spirit of cooperation, openness and shared appreciation. Excellence through 
diversity, equity, and inclusion is a core value on our campus, and we reflect 
on that phrase often as we continue to strengthen efforts related to those 
important areas. 

Graduate students are valued members of the Carver College of Medicine 
community. We invite you to continue to deepen your connection with our 
faculty, staff and students on your path to graduate student success!

Jodi Graff, MA
Administrative Director
Office of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies
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APPLYING TO THE BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE GRADUATE PROGRAM

When applying to graduate school, there are important deadlines to keep in mind.        

n September: University of Iowa Graduate Admissions Application Opens

n December 1: Admissions application deadline

n January: Interviews

n February: Interviews 

n March: All final admissions decisions are made

n April 15: Deadline to respond to Offers of Admission

n August: Graduate Student Orientation

medicine.uiowa.edu/biomed/admissions

BECOMING A BIOMEDICAL SCIENTIST

4 YEARS 
Undergraduate school (bachelor’s degree)

5.5 YEARS  
Graduate school

3 TO 5 YEARS  
Postdoctoral training (optimal period of mentored research        
and/or scholarly training)

TIMELINE

APPLICANTS ARE HOLISTICALLY 
EVALUATED ON:        

n Nature/quality of course                     
work undertaken

n Previous research experience

n Statement of personal interest

n Letters of recommendation 

n Test scores - TOEFL (international 
students only)
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OUR MISSION IS SIMPLE: 
CHANGING MEDICINE. 
CHANGING LIVES. 
                                                                  
At the Carver College of Medicine, 
we do that by inspiring and 
educating students to become 
world-class health care providers 
and scientists for Iowa and                 
the world. 

BY THE NUMBERS                                  

In External Funding to Carver 
College of Medicine FY2020

$245.7M

NIH grants, including 193                   
RO1 grants

335

Active patents

476

In Research Programs
By U.S. News & World Report -  
2021 Best Graduate Schools

#38
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WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT? 

Our Research
Many College faculty members are internationally renowned for their research.

n Two faculty members are Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigators

n   Fourteen faculty are members of the National Academy of Medicine

n   Two faculty are members of the National Academies of Sciences
                                                                                                                                                        
Much of the research conducted at the College is interdisciplinary and collaborations 
are fostered and coordinated through core research facilities, institutes and major 
research centers.

Integrated Academic Medical Center
The Biomedical Science Program is part of an integrated academic medical center 
– together with University of Iowa Health Care. The Carver College of Medicine is a 
major component of the UI’s health sciences center, which also includes the colleges 
of Dentistry, Nursing, Pharmacy and Public Health, UI Hospitals & Clinics, the University 
Hygienic Laboratory, and the Veterans Affairs Iowa City Health System.

The buildings housing the Carver College of Medicine are the centerpieces of a health 
sciences campus which includes a pedestrian-friendly commons and a functional and 
stimulating environment for students, faculty and staff. A series of new and updated 
buildings include modern and attractive spaces designed to change as knowledge and 
methods evolve.

Types of Degrees
Biomedical Science Program is a first-year umbrella program supporting matriculation 
into any of these seven PhD subprograms: 

n   Cancer Biology 

n   Cell and Developmental Biology

n   Experimental Pathology

n   Free Radical and Radiation Biology

n   Molecular Medicine

n   Molecular Physiology and Biophysics

n   Pharmacology

Successful completion culminates with a PhD granted in Biomedical 
Science and affiliated to a respective subprogram—for example, PhD,                                          
Biomedical Science (Pharmacology).

There are also six closely related PhD programs - Genetics, Biochemistry, Human 
Toxicology, Immunology, Microbiology and Neuroscience - that complete the 
complement of biomedical PhD programs at Iowa.  

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/research/core-research-facilities-research-service-units-institutes-and-centers
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/research/core-research-facilities-research-service-units-institutes-and-centers
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/biomed/academic-programs/cancer-biology
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/acb/cdb
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/pathology/education/experimental-pathology-phd-graduate-program
https://frrbp.medicine.uiowa.edu/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/mcb/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/mcb/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/neuroscience-and-pharmacology/education/graduate-program-pharmacology
https://genetics.grad.uiowa.edu/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/biochemistry/education/graduate-program
https://toxicology.grad.uiowa.edu/
https://toxicology.grad.uiowa.edu/
https://immuno.grad.uiowa.edu/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/microbiology/education/graduate-program
https://neuroscience.grad.uiowa.edu/


Background

Gender

58% 42%
Female Male

GPA

3.61
Mean GPA

Ethnic Status

9.7%
Underrepresented in STEM

18%
Minority

61
U.S. Citizen

40
Nonresidents

11
International

21
Iowa Residents

2020 ENTERING CLASS PROFILE                                                                                                       

3.71
Median GPA

FINANCIAL SUPPORT                            
JULY 1, 2020 - JUNE 30, 2021                      

University of Iowa Contribution

Guaranteed Stipend        $30,500

Fully Paid Tuition/      $11,394                         
Mandatory Fees

Health/Dental Benefits  $6,710

       
       Total Compensation:  $48,604

339 Total Students

72

267
Returning students

Entering students
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CURRICULUM

TYPICAL SCHEDULE - YEAR 1

Biomedical Science students are advised regarding course selections, research rotations, and registration by a 
designated faculty member who is most closely aligned to the student’s research and academic interest. As research 
rotations are assigned, the faculty advisor works in consultation with the student’s rotation advisors until the end of the 
first year regarding the student’s progress. Advisors also meet with the student to discuss course grades, subsequent 
rotations, and the selection of a subprogram and lab for thesis research.

FALL SESSION

Type of Course   Title
Core    Principles Molecular & Cellular Biology
Core    Basic Biostatistics and Experimental Design
Elective    (1) Elective
Professional Development  Topics in Principles Molecular & Cellular Biology
Professional Development  Biomedical Science Seminar
Professional Development  Biomedical Science Research

SPRING SESSION

Type of Course   Title
Core    Pathogenesis of Major Human Diseases
Core    Methods for Molecular/Translational Medicine
Elective    (2) Electives
Professional Development  Rigor & Reproducibility in Biomedical Science
Professional Development  Biomedical Science Seminar
Professional Development  Biomedical Science Research

PROMOTION TO THE SECOND YEAR

Early in the second semester, Biomedical Science students talk to prospective mentors about thesis projects and 
whether openings in the laboratory are expected for the following summer. In May students submit choices of the 
subprogram(s) they wish to join and indicate the faculty they wish to have as a mentor. In consultation with the 
subprogram, the Biomedical Science coordinates their joining that program. Upon entry into the selected subprogram, 
the student’s advisement is transferred to the advisory committee of that subprogram. At this point, the assigned 
graduate program is responsible for evaluation of the student’s academic performance.

CURRICULUM  5
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RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT

A PLACE TO LEARN, COLLABORATE AND DISCOVER

The Carver College of Medicine is comprised of 11 buildings or 1,392,850 square feet 
dedicated to research, education, and administrative and event activities.

The College is part of University of Iowa Health Care—a fully integrated academic 
medical center, which also includes the University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics, and 
University of Iowa Physicians, the largest multi-specialty group practice in Iowa.              
As the state’s only comprehensive academic medical center, UI Health Care is 
committed to world-class patient care, biomedical research, and medical education.

FROM BENCH-TO-BEDSIDE

Basic science laboratories at the Carver College of Medicine are connected by 
skywalks and tunnels to our hospitals and clinics to foster collaboration amongst 
scientists and clinicians and a multidisciplinary approach to research and patient care.

CORE RESEARCH FACILITIES

The Core Research Facilities are a collection of centralized laboratories dedicated to 
developing and providing state-of-the-art research resources to facilitate biomedical 
research. They are available on a fee-for-service basis to the entire health sciences 
community as well as outside entities.

n 40 Core Research Facilities and Research Service Units

n 6 Research Institutes

n 17 Research Centers

n 280 Research Laboratories

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/research/core-research-facilities-research-service-units-institutes-and-centers


CONTACT INFORMATION                    

medicine.uiowa.edu/biomed/academic-
programs/cancer-biology

Adam Dupuy, PhD, Director
adam-dupuy@uiowa.edu

CONTACT INFORMATION                    

medicine.uiowa.edu/acb/cdb

Tina Tootle, PhD, Director
tina-tootle@uiowa.edu

CANCER BIOLOGY

The Cancer Biology subprogram provides advanced knowledge in current concepts 
in molecular, cellular, and genetic processes that contribute to the development and 
treatment of cancer. Students have the opportunity to work with a diverse group of 
faculty through the Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center whose research ranges from 
basic science to translational research associated with clinical trials.

KEY ASPECTS                                                                                                                

Regardless of their thesis topic, all Cancer Biology students will:

n Gain exposure to the diverse areas of biology and medicine to gain appreciation            
of the complexity of the broader field of cancer research.

n   Receive training in scientific communication, including instruction on grant writing.

n   Shadow clinicians providing cancer care to patients treated at the Holden   
    Comprehensive Cancer Center.

n   Have opportunities to learn about the career paths in academic, clinical, and   
     industry environments that deal with the study and treatment of cancer

CELL AND DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY

The mission of the Cell and Developmental Biology graduate program is to provide rig-
orous training in experimental cell and developmental biology. We strive to prepare the 
next generation of scientists to make ground-breaking discoveries in these subjects. 

KEY ASPECTS                                                                                                                

Research areas of emphasis include:

n Mechanisms of cellular and organismal organization

n   Gene regulatory networks governing development

n   Applying both areas to understanding diseases:

 � Developmental defects (i.e. craniofacial defects)

 � Lung disease including Cystic Fibrosis

 � Metabolic Syndromes and their associated diseases

 � Neurological diseases 

 � Cancer

Curriculum is designed to:

n Provide foundation knowledge in cell and developmental biology

n   Develop critical thinking skills with an emphasis on experimental design                           
    and assessment

n   Teach scientific writing and communication

Interactive and friendly environment:

n Weekly seminar series

n   Annual retreat

n   Numerous yearly social events
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http://medicine.uiowa.edu/biomed/academic-programs/cancer-biology
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mailto:tina-tootle%40uiowa.edu?subject=Cell%20and%20Developmental%20Biology%20Program


8   PROGRAMS

EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY

The Experimental Pathology subprogram is centered in the Department of Pathology 
and is a member of the Biomedical Science Program at the University of Iowa Carver 
College of Medicine. Experimental Pathology is the newest of the Biomedical Science 
subprograms and admitted its first class this fall (2020).

Mission
The Experimental Pathology subprogram provides students with advanced knowledge 
of disease pathogenesis at the genetic, molecular, cellular and systems levels. In 
addition, research performed for the PhD thesis will teach cutting edge basic and 
translational research skills enabling graduates of our program to successfully 
investigate the basis of disease and lay the foundation for new and better therapies.

Admissions
It is important to note the Experimental Pathology subprogram only accepts ‘direct 
admits’ at this time. This means all admitted students have already identified a faculty 
mentor and laboratory upon entering the subprogram. Accordingly, students in 
Experimental Pathology do not perform rotations, but begin developing a thesis project 
with their mentor at the onset of their PhD training. Also, since Experimental Pathology 
is a ‘direct admit’ subprogram, we will consider spring semester admission.

Curriculum
Experimental Pathology students take the same foundational courses as all Biomedical 
Science students during the first year. In addition students take courses focused on 
pathology of disease, higher level statistics and informatics, professional development 
and electives in the area of their thesis research.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                                

n The Department of Pathology directs the Pathogenesis of Major Human Diseases 
class each spring. This class covers a broad range of human diseases and their 
underlying mechanisms of pathogenesis.

n   Graduate students in the Experimental Pathology subprogram benefit from 
laboratory training that emphasizes clinical and translational aspects of                
human disease.

n   In addition to utilizing standard mouse and cell-based approaches, research 
mentors in Pathology routinely use human patient substrate in their research and/or 
are bringing new therapies to the clinic.

n Graduate students in the Experimental Pathology subprogram can also take 
advantage of unique features in the Department of Pathology. These include 
the Division of Comparative (or Veterinary) Pathology where students can learn 
key elements of histology and morphology. In addition, students will have the 
opportunity to rotate in multiple diagnostic laboratories as a means to explore 
alternative career paths.

CONTACT INFORMATION                    

medicine.uiowa.edu/pathology/education/
experimental-pathology-phd-graduate-program

Thomas Waldschmidt, PhD, Director
thomas-waldschmidt@uiowa.edu

http://medicine.uiowa.edu/pathology/education/experimental-pathology-phd-graduate-program
http://medicine.uiowa.edu/pathology/education/experimental-pathology-phd-graduate-program
mailto:thomas-waldschmidt%40uiowa.edu?subject=Experimental%20Pathology%20Program


CONTACT INFORMATION                    

frrbp.medicine.uiowa.edu

Douglas Spitz, PhD, Director
douglas-spitz@uiowa.edu

FREE RADICAL AND RADIATION BIOLOGY

The Free Radical and Radiation Biology Program (FRRBP) is a basic science graduate 
program focused on free radical, cancer, and radiation biology that is based in the          
Department of Radiation Oncology at the University of Iowa which treats over 750 new 
patients and delivers over 9,000  treatments a year providing an unique opportunity to 
translate basic science findings into clinical trials. FRRBP is also the only PhD grant-
ing program in free radical and radiation biology worldwide. The program also forms 
the foundation of the Free Radical Metabolism and Imaging Program in the Holden           
Comprehensive Cancer Center at The University of Iowa and shares an NCI funded 
T32 with the Cancer Biology Program at Iowa. The Free Radical and Radiation Biology 
Program has been in existence for sixty years and has graduated 124 PhD students 
with 13 PhD students currently enrolled. This PhD program trains both predoctoral 
and postdoctoral students in redox biochemistry, free radical biology, and cancer 
research. We currently have > 26 primary and secondary faculty, all of whom are pas-
sionate about their chosen fields as well as being committed to research, training, and             
mentoring of the next generation of leaders in the field.

KEY ASPECTS                                                                                                                

n    The basic scientists in the FRRB Program investigate the fundamental biology of    
free radicals and related oxidants and antioxidants in health and disease with a focus  
on cancer cell responses to therapy as well as normal tissue injuries associated with 
degenerative diseases of aging which are many times accelerated in cancer therapy 
survivors. This includes, the role of these reactive species in cancer progression; 
radiation-induced alterations in gene expression; redox regulation of transcription 
factor activation, oncogenes and suppressor genes; carcinogenesis; gene therapy; 
epigenetic effects; pathogenesis of radiation-induced normal tissue injury; cell 
population kinetics in normal and malignant tissues.  All these efforts are grounded 
in fundamental studies of the chemistry and biochemistry of free radicals and 
protective antioxidant networks.

n   A major effort is also underway in determining how these fundamental mechanisms 
can be extended to pre-clinical and clinical translational studies with the idea 
of translating the findings into new interventions for treating disease. These 
include (but are not limited to) repurposing of redox active compounds such as 
pharmacological ascorbate for cancer therapy; superoxide dismutase mimics in 
cancer therapy; and the use of small molecules that modulate redox metabolism 
such as auranofin, artemisinin, and hydroxytyrosol. The program also has a 
major translational effort in developing novel image guided therapies based on 
fundamental differences in redox metabolism, development of radio-labeled peptide 
based theranostic agents, and development of novel magnetic resonance imaging 
techniques for interrogating redox biology.

n   Overall research careers in Free Radical and Radiation Biology represent a rapidly 
growing area of science that is highly interdisciplinary, translationally oriented, 
and of broad interest to the biomedical research community. The mission of the 
Free Radical and Radiation Biology Program is therefore to pursue state-of-the 
art science in redox biology; educate the next generation of leaders in this field; 
and ultimately to use these fundamental principles to alleviate the suffering from        
human diseases.

PROGRAMS  9

http://frrbp.medicine.uiowa.edu
mailto:douglas-spitz%40uiowa.edu?subject=Free%20Radical%20and%20Radiation%20Biology%20Program
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MOLECULAR MEDICINE

The Molecular Medicine Graduate Program at The University of Iowa Carver College      
of Medicine is an interdepartmental program that cuts across traditional boundaries 
of the basic science departments. Admitted students may select from among 100+ 
research faculty members, who can offer exciting opportunities for dissertation 
research.  Our program reflects the diverse array of research interests that comprise 
the investigative activities of our faculty mentors. Among the options, strengths 
lie in the fields of cell growth and differentiation, gene expression and regulation,                           
molecular medicine, cancer biology, signal transduction mechanisms, stem cells, 
structural biology and function, virology, physiology, and pharmacology. These                                                                                                                           
exceptional opportunities provide a rich environment for professional growth and 
development.

KEY ASPECTS                                                                                                                

n Flexible Curriculum: The curriculum is a sequence of required and elective courses, 
which provides students with a broad exposure to areas including molecular biology, 
cell biology, biochemistry, and integrative sciences. It ensures a comprehensive 
exposure to conceptual and experimental aspects of molecular & cellular biology. 
In the second year of study, students select from 1 of 3 research tracks for more 
specialized coursework. These tracks are 1) Metabolic Disorders, 2) Cardiovascular 
Biology, and 3) Molecular and Cellular Medicine. Importantly, sufficient flexibility is 
provided so that students can adapt the program to permit specialization in their 
own area of interest, which is important due to the great diversity of biological 
research problems that can be pursued using molecular biological approaches.

n   Teaching experience: Students have an opportunity to teach in small group and  
     classroom settings. Workshops promote communication and presentation skills.

n   Full Financial Support: All qualified and accepted students receive tuition   
    scholarships, a yearly stipend, and a health insurance allowance.

n   State-of-the-Art Facilities: The University of Iowa provides modern laboratory,      
    classroom, and seminar facilities.

CONTACT INFORMATION                    

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/mcb

Matthew Potthoff, PhD, Director
matthew-potthoff@uiowa.edu

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/mcb/
mailto:matthew-potthoff%40uiowa.ed?subject=Molecular%20Medicine%20Program


MOLECULAR PHYSIOLOGY AND BIOPHYSICS

The graduate program in Molecular Physiology and Biophysics offers rigorous scientific 
and research training leading to a PhD degree in Biomedical Science (Molecular Phys-
iology and Biophysics). Students join an active group of faculty members, advanced 
students, and post-doctoral fellows at an exciting time of expanding interdisciplinary 
biomedical research at The University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine. 

Students looking for an outstanding program will find a history of highly productive 
departmental faculty with superb ability to prepare students for successful careers in 
biomedical research, education or industry. Faculty research interests encompass mo-
lecular and cellular endocrinology, cellular and developmental neurophysiology, sensory 
physiology, metabolism, and membrane structure and function. Within these, there are 
multiple areas of interest, including hormone receptors, reproductive endocrinology, mi-
tochondrial function, metabolomics, signal transduction, regulation of gene expression, 
synaptic transmission, neuronal differentiation, membrane ion channels, regulation of 
excitability, and cardiovascular electrophysiology and regulation. 

Investigating these aspects of molecular physiology and biophysics is likely to bring new 
understanding to many basic biological questions and to empower new therapies for hu-
man diseases. Experimental models currently being investigated include rodents, yeast, 
Drosophila, and cultured cell lines from a variety of species.

CONTACT INFORMATION                    

medicine.uiowa.edu/physiology/education/
graduate-studies

Mark Stamnes, PhD, Director
mark-stamnes@uiowa.edu
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                                

n In addition to the Biomedical Science core curriculum, students entering the 
Molecular Physiology and Biophysics track take coursework in organ physiology and 
are able to select from a broad range of elective graduate-level courses.

n   During the second year, Molecular Physiology and Biophysics graduate students 
take the comprehensive examination, which is on the topic of the student’s thesis 
research and in a format that facilitates subsequent application for prestigious 
predoctoral fellowships.

n   After satisfying course and comprehensive examination requirements, students 
devote their full time to thesis research under faculty supervision.

n Our faculty take a personal interest in ensuring the success of our students while 
they are enrolled in our graduate program, as well as on the long-term ability of 
students to move ahead to challenging and rewarding employment opportunities. A 
degree in Biomedical Science (Molecular Physiology and Biophysics) easily crosses 
borders by providing students with broad training giving them the edge in the job 
market in diverse fields such as academia, pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
firms, biomedical writing & publishing, consulting firms, and business development             
and sales.

http://medicine.uiowa.edu/physiology/education/graduate-studies
http://medicine.uiowa.edu/physiology/education/graduate-studies
mailto:mark-stamnes%40uiowa.edu?subject=Molecular%20Physiology%20and%20Biophysics%20Program


PHARMACOLOGY

We have a 100+ year history of educating PhD scientists for academia and 
pharmacology industry. In the past 25 years, over 100 PhD and MS students have 
become leaders in pharmacological science career fields. The Department is a leader in 
graduate training in pharmacology, and students have an outstanding publication track 
record and success in competing for extramural research funding. 

Graduates have gone on to distinguished careers in academia, industry, and 
government. Key strengths of the Department of Neuroscience and Pharmacology are 
a growing family of energetic faculty who are well funded and have a broad range of 
research interests.

KEY ASPECTS                                                                                                                

n Curriculum is focused on the pharmacological science.

n   Research laboratories offer a broad range of research interests.

 � Focused research areas include Neuroscience, Mechanisms of Pain, Neural 
Mechanisms of Addiction and Behavior, Obesity and Diabetes and Cancer Biology.

n   There is a long-standing success in training PhD scientists.

 � Eight-eight percent of students entering the program (2008-13) graduated with a 
PhD, in an average of 5.1 years.

n   Our students compete nationally for extramural fellowships.

 � Forty-five percent of students entering our program (2005-14) have been awarded 
competitive extramural fellowships from NIH, AHA, and PhARMA.

 �  Our program is home of the Pharmacological Sciences Training Grant, which 
supports ten students annually.

STUDENT FEEDBACK                                                                                                                 

“The extent of support you receive as a graduate student at this university is 
overwhelming. They want to ensure that you get access to all the help and resources 
needed for your research goals and success in the program.” 

Chandra Maharjan
Graduate student, Dr. Dawn Quelle’s Lab

“The Pharmacology Program at the University of Iowa provides excellent funding and 
professional development opportunities, such as the T32 Pharmacological Sciences 
Training Grant. Part of the training grant includes lunches where graduate students 
have the opportunity to engage academic scientists, industry leaders, and ethicists, 
allowing students to learn about how research in industry differs from research in 
academia.” 

Alex Keyes
Graduate student, Dr. Yuriy Usachev’s Lab

CONTACT INFORMATION                    

medicine.uiowa.edu/neuroscience-and-
pharmacology/education/graduate-program-
pharmacology

Rory Fischer, PhD, Director
rory-fischer@uiowa.edu
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DID YOU KNOW THAT………

The University of Iowa was the 
first institution to admit men 
and women on an equal basis.

Hispanic Outlook ranks  
The University of Iowa among 
the top 100 institutions awarding 
doctoral degrees to Latino 
students.

University of Iowa Heath Care 
has been recognized by the 
Human Rights Campaign as a 
leader in health care equality for 
serving the health-care needs of 
the LGBTQ community.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

The University of Iowa’s status as a premier research university depends on the robust 
exchange of ideas. The diversity of our students, faculty, and staff helps us fulfill our 
mission to explore, discover, create, and engage. We are committed to supporting 
every person’s pursuit of excellence. As we enhance the breadth and depth of our              
perspectives, we purposefully prepare for our future. At the University of Iowa, we 
achieve excellence through diversity, equity, and inclusion.

The Biomedical Science Program works closely with the Carver College of Medicine                                                       
Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Office of Graduate Diversity, Equity, and               
Inclusion, and the UI Division of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion to foster an environment 
where all members of the University of Iowa Health Care community—students, faculty,    
postdoctoral scholars, staff, residents and fellows—feel welcome. 

HOW WE SUPPORT STUDENTS                                                                               

n Welcome and community-building events

n Mentoring programs featuring faculty and researchers 

n Sponsor student organizations’ programs and events

n Programming for PhD students

n Career coaching and professional development activities

n Diversity and inclusion educational programs

n Pipeline programs

n Summer research opportunities

CONTACT INFORMATION                    

Denise Martinez, MD, Associate Dean, Carver 
College of Medicine, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
denise-martinez@uiowa.edu
medicine.uiowa.edu/diversity

Elizabeth Lara, MS, Director, Graduate Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion
elizabeth-lara@uiowa.edu                                      
grad.uiowa.edu/diversity/office-of-graduate-
diversity-equity-and-inclusion

Brianna Marcelo, MA, Director of Diversity 
Resources and Strategic Initiatives                      
brianna-marcelo@uiowa.edu
diversity.uiowa.edu                                                          
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http://medicine.uiowa.edu/diversity                                                    Office of Diversity
http://medicine.uiowa.edu/diversity                                                    Office of Diversity
http://grad.uiowa.edu/diversity/office-of-graduate-diversity-equity-and-inclusion
http://grad.uiowa.edu/diversity/office-of-graduate-diversity-equity-and-inclusion
http://diversity.uiowa.edu
http://medicine.uiowa.edu/diversity
mailto:elizabeth-lara%40uiowa.edu?subject=Diversity%2C%20Equity%20and%20Inclusion
http://grad.uiowa.edu/diversity/office-of-graduate-diversity-equity-and-inclusion
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