
Advanced Surgical Skills for Exposure in Trauma 

 

The Advanced Surgical Skills for Exposure in Trauma (ASSET) course uses human cadavers to teach surgical exposure of 
anatomic structures that, when injured, may pose a threat to life or limb. Students use a course manual that provides an 
overview of surgical exposures in key areas: neck, chest, abdomen and pelvis, and upper and lower extremities. The one-
day course covers each section, beginning with a case-based overview that is followed by a hands-on exposure guided by 
the faculty. The student-to-faculty ratio is low, allowing extensive faculty guidance and interaction with students. Each 
student assesses his or her ability to perform each exposure independently, and is evaluated on knowledge and technical 
skills. For more course information, contact the Trauma Education Program office at 312-202-5188 or asset@facs.org.  

Program Overview 

Course Description 

A course manual is distributed to students prior to taking the course to provide an overview of key surgical exposures in 
five key anatomic areas: neck, chest, abdomen and pelvis, and upper and lower extremities. The one-day cadaver-based 
course follows this modular, body region approach. Each section begins with a short case-based overview, followed by a 
hands-on exposure performed by students under the guidance of faculty. The student-to-faculty ratio is low, allowing 
extensive faculty guidance and interaction with students. The student assesses his or her ability to perform each exposure 
independently and is evaluated on knowledge and technical skills. 

Target Audience 

The intended audience includes mid-level and senior surgical residents, trauma and acute care surgical fellows, or any 
surgeon who wishes to undertake a review of this anatomy. 

Objectives 

 Demonstrate knowledge of key anatomical exposures for the care of injured and acutely ill surgical patients. 
 Demonstrate his or her technical ability to expose important structures that may require acute surgical intervention 

to save life or limb. 
 Gain confidence in performing anatomic exposures independently. 
 Faculty assessment of a student’s ability to independently perform anatomical exposures will be satisfactory. 

Accreditation 

The American College of Surgeons is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

CME Credit 

The American College of Surgeons designates this live activity for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.  



 
 

ASSET 
                            Advanced Surgical Skills for Exposure in Trauma       

University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics 
Department of Surgery 
200 Hawkins Drive     

Iowa City, Iowa 52242 
Ph: 319‐356‐7892 
Fax: 319‐356‐3392 

Tara‐maurer@uiowa.edu  
 

NAME:_________________________________________ TITLE:________ 
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE:____________________________________ 
 
EMAIL: ____________________________________ 
 
HOSPITAL AFFILIATION:_________________________________________ 
 
Surgery Subspecialty:____________________ 
 
Please indicate status:____Attending   _____Fellow   ____Resident (Yr ____) 
Registering as a: ______ Student               ______ Instructor Candidate (no registration fee) 
 
2016 Course Date: May 19, 2016________      Sept. 22, 2016_________ 
 
Please note: due to limited space available for students, payment in full is due prior to course to secure spot.  
Please make checks for the amount of $800 payable to:    

UIHC‐Department of Surgery ASSET Course 
            200 Hawkins Drive 
            Iowa City, Iowa 52242 
Refund policy: 80% for cancellation up to 1 month before course date; no refund thereafter; NO REFUND for 
failure to attend. This policy is strictly enforced.  
 

 


